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FOREIGN  NEWS  OH  FLAX  AIID  FLAXSEED 


V70RLD  FLAXSEED  SITUATION  IN  DECEMBER  1927 


The  world  supply  of  flaxseed,  based  on  production  and  carryover  <=o 
far  reported  for  1927  is  approximately  18,000,000  bushels  or  16. 7  nor  cent 
above  the  corresponding  supply  of  1926.    Production  alone,  however,  is  22 
per  cent  higher.    These  estimates  are  based  on  production  reported  for  14 
countries,  which  includes  the  United  States,  Can-da  and  Argentina,  and 
stocks  of  old  crop  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  for  these  three  countries, 
assuming  carryover  for  Argentina  this  year  to  be  negligible.    The  only 
countries  of  importance  not  included  are  India  and  Russia.    Prices  have 
weakened  somewhat  during  the  past  throe  months  in  three  important  markets, 
Minneapolis,  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires,  but  the  decline  has  been  slightly 
less  in  the  United  States  than  in  Canada  or  Argentina. 

Production 

Flaxseed  production  for  1927  in  14  countries  including  the  United 
States,  Canada  and  Argentina,  is  now  estimated  at  122,915,000  bushels 
against  101,037,000  bushels  reported  by  the  same  countries  in  1926,  an 
increase  of  21.7  per  cent.     The  countries  reported  so  far  produced  71.2 
per  cent  of  the  1926  estimated  world  total  excluding  China.    Russia  and 
India  are  the  only  producers  of  importance  yet  to  be  reported.  According 
to  reports  from  the  International  institute  of  Agriculture  and  from  trade 
sources,  the  area  sown  to  flax  in  Russia  for  the  1927  season  was  slightly 
belo*"  that  of  1926.     The  first  estimate  of  acreage  for  India  is  expected 
early  in  January.    Production  in  Europe,  other  than  Russia,  is  reported  to 
be  2.5  per  cent  below  that  of  last  year,  while  the  North  American  crop, 
due  to  an  increased  yield  per  acre  in  the  United  States,  is  now  estimated 
at  31,318,000  bushels  or  23.9  per  cent  above  that  of  1926,  in  spite  of  a 
reduction  in  the  crop  of  Canada.    Production  in  Argentina  is  expected  to 
break  all  records,  being  estimated  at  85,030,000  bushels,  which  is  23.1 
per  cent  above  that  of  last  year.     If  confirmed  by  later  estimates,  this 
crop  will  be  approximately  10,000,000  bushels  above  the  record  crop  of 
1925-26  when  75,113,000  bushels  were  harvested, and  25,000,000  bushels 
greater  than  any  crop  harvested  previous  to  that  of  1925-26.    Tables  on 
pages  4  and  5  show  estimates  of  area  and  production  for  countries  report- 
ing in  1927.    The  total  acreage  reported  for  25  countries  which  includes 
all  important  countries  except  India  is  99.2  per  cent  of  the  area  reported 
for  the  same  countries  last  yar.     These  countries  last  year  accounted  for 
82.3  per  cent  of  the  estimated  world  total  acreage  exclusive  of  China. 
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Carryover  and  stocks 

Supplies  of  old  crop  at  the  beginning  of  the  1927  season  in  so  far  as 
they  are  reported  were  below  those  of  1926.     In  the  United  States  commercial 
stocks  in  store  the  first  refe  of  September  were  equal  to  those  of  the  corre- 
sponding we&    last  year,  or  584,000  bushels.     The  stocks  in  store  in  Canada 
at  the  same  time  were  1,496,000  bushels  compared  with  2,026,000  bushels  last 
year.    Argentine  carryover  is  believed  to  be  negligible  compared  With 
3,457,000  bushels  a  year  ago.     According  to  trade  indications,  exnorts  of 
flaxseed  from  Argentina  from  October  10  to  December  3  had  already  exceeded 
the  official  estimate  of  exportable  surplus  of  October  12  by  5,000,000 
bushels  and  had  come  within  500,000  bushels  of  the  estimate  of  exportable 
surplus  made  by  the  "Times  of  Argentina".     An  average  export  movement  for 
December  is  3,000,000  bushels.    For  this  reason,  carryover  of  old  c rop  flax- 
seed on  January  1  in  Argentina  is  expected  to  be  negligible. 

Stocks  in  Worth  America-. on  December  17  were  above  those  of  the  same 
period  in  1926.     Commercial  stocks  in  the  United  Stst  es  for  the  third  week 
of  December  were  4,505,000  bushels  compered  with  2,658,000  bushels  last  year, 
while  stocks  in  Canada  on  the  third  Friday  of  December  were  estimated  at 
2,647,000  bushels,  the  corresponding  figure  for  1926  being  2,952,000  bushels, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Grain  Commissi Oners  of  Canada. 

Exports  and  imports 

Imports  of  flaxseed  into  the  United  States  during  the  first  three 
months,  September  through  IJov ember,  of  the  present  season  were  only  4,965,000 
bushels  compared  with  imports  of  7,0V7,000  bushels  during  the  corresponding 
period  of  1926,  or  a  decrease  of  2,112,000  bushels.     Shipments  of  flaxseed 
from  Russia  to  other  countries  from  January  1  to  December  1,  1927  amounted  to 
only  110,000  bushels  compared  with  1,941,000  bushels  for  the  same  -period  lost 
year,  according  to  an  unofficial  trade  report.     Shipments  from  India  from 
January  1  to  December  1,  1927  are  reported  by  the  trade  to  be  7,057,000 
bushels,  or  874,000  bushels  above  the  6,183,000  reported  by  them  for  the  same 
period  last  year.    The  official  figure  of  exports  January  1  to  November  30, 

1926  is  6,763,000  bushels.    The  amount  remaining  for  export  to  December  31, 

1927  is  estimated  to  be  well  below  the  actual  shipments  during  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1926,  according  to  a  trade  source. 

Prices 

Prices  in  Minneapolis,  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires  have  been  declining 
generally  since  September,  although  in  Minneapolis  and  Winnipeg  they  rallied 
slightly  the  second  and  third  week  of  November.     In  Buenos  Aires  the  decline 
has  been  a  steady  one.     It  has  been  more  noticeable  in  Winnipeg  and  3uenos 
Aires  than  in  Minneapolis,  and  the  margin  of  Minneapolis  prices  over  those 
of  V/innipeg  and  Buenos  Aires  has  risen. 
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The  following  table  gives  weekly  average  t>rices  per  bushel  of  flaxseed 
in  Winnipeg,  Minneapolis  and  Buenos  Aires  from  September  to  December,  1927. 
For  monthly  average  prices  in  four  important  markets,  1924-25  to  1927-28,  see 
Foreign  Service  Release,  FF-16,  November  25,  1927. 


FLAXSEED:    Weekly  average  prices  r>er  bushel  in  specified  markets 
September,  October,  November,  1927,  in  dollars  per 
bushel  of  56  nounds 


Month  and  week 

\  Winnipeg 

'Minneapolis 

:  Buenos 
:  Aires 

:Margins  of  Minneapolis 
;          price  over 

•           W  0  .  1 

v        i\T  v  n 
!        iM  .  W  ,  L-  . 

!       No.  1 
'.       N .  W  .  C . 

:  4/o  early 
!  delivarv 

Winnipeg 

:  Buenos 
:  Aires 

!  Dollars 

:  Dollars 

!  Dollars 

!  Cents 

!  Cents 

^  PT^  t"  P  TTI*1~,  o  y 

•             T  OA. 

! a/    1 . f  0 

:  26 

:  50 

PA 

•        l .  yo 

1.  f  o 

!  26 

:  49 

SH 

>              1  OQ 

p        i .  yb 

,         1.  ro 

!  27 

:  52 

4th 

n  in 

o .  iy 

i  ICQ 

;         1 .  by 

;  25 

:  50 

October  - 

1st   

1.92 

!  2.19 

;  1.67 

27 

:  52 

?.r\ 

i .  jv_.  ; 

t .  lb 

1.  Of 

26 

i  51 

3d   

1.86  ! 

:  2.11 

,b/    1.67  : 

25 

:  44 

4th    ; 

1.82 

2.08 

1.63  : 

26  ; 

45 

November  -  : 

1st    • 

1.81  : 

2.07 

1.59  : 

26 

1  48 

2d    : 

1.86  : 

2.13.  : 

1.60 

27 

!  53 

3d    ! 

1.84  : 

2.17 

1.59  : 

33 

58 

4th    : 

1.83  : 

2.16  ! 

1.58 

33  i 

58 

December  -  : 

1st    ! 

1.82  : 

2.14  ! 

1.58  ! 

32 

56 

2d    ; 

1.81  : 

2. 14  J 

1.57  : 

33  ! 

57 

Compiled  from:    Minneapolis '.    Average  of  daily  prices  weighted  by  car  lot 
sales  compiled  from  Minneapolis  Daily  Market  Record.    Winnipeg :     Canada  Grain 
Statistics,  Canada  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  and  New  York  Journal  of 
Commerce.     Buenos  Aires:    New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 

a/  Quotation  published  for  September  9  excluded  from  average  due  to  great 
fluctuation.     Quotation  increased  from  1.72  on  September  8,  to  2.05  on  Sep- 
tember 9,  and  returned  to  1.73  on  September  10. 

"bf  Quotation  published  for  October  18  excluded  from  average  due  to  great 
fluctuation.     Quotation  decreased  from  1.68  on  October  17,  to  1.31  on  October 
18,  and  returned  to  1.68  on  October  19. 
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FLAX:    Acreage  in  c countries  reporting  for  1927,  average  1909-13, 

annual  1924-27 


oount  ry 

:  Average 
.  iyoy— 
:1913  a/ 

:  1924 

:  1925 

:  192  6 

:  Ud  < 

:Per  cent 
;  V3c  i  is 
;of  1926 

:  1,000 

:  acres 

:  1,000 

:  acres 

:  1,000 
:  acres 

:  1,000 
:  acres 

:  1,000 
:  acres 

:  Per 
:  cent 

United  States   

Argentina   

3  other  seed  -producing 

countries  b/   

Total  6  countries 

:  2,490 
1,035 
:  4,113 

135 

:  3,469 
:  1,277 
:  6,322 

i  197 

:  3,078 
!  1,128 
6,201 

:      241  • 

:  2,907 
:  739 
:  6,672 

228 

:  2,907 
:  476 
:  7,055 

229 

:  100.0 
:  64.4 
:  105.7 

:    100 . 4 
!_  

producing  seed  : 
only    : 

7.773 

:  11. 265 

10.648 

:  10. 546 

:  10. 667 

:  101.2 

14  European  countries 
previously  reported  : 

W    : 

France,  revised    : 

Irish  Free  State    : 

966  i 
62  : 
32  : 
c/    10  : 
3 , 16b  : 

951 

49  : 
32  : 
10  : 
2.960  : 

1,106  : 
61  , 

32  : 
11  : 
3.898  : 

1,019  : 

66 
30  i 
7 

4.168  ■ 

983  : 
63  . 
32  . 
6  : 

d/5.954  : 

97.0 
95.3 
106,0 
83.2 
94.9 

18  European  coun-  : 

4.235  : 

4.002  : 

5.108  : 

5.290  : 

5.043  : 

95.3 

3  : 

/!  • 

4  : 

2  J 

50.0 

Total  above  25  : 

12.012  : 

15.270  : 

15.760  : 

15.840  : 

15.712  : 

99.2 

Other  countries  e/  ...  : 
Estimated  "orld  total.  : 

3,825  : 
33  : 

3,695  : 
69  : 

3,596  : 
85  : 

3,348  : 
63  : 

15,870  : 

19,034  : 

19,441  : 

19,250  : 

Source:  Official  sources  or  International  Institute  of  Agriculture , 
a/  Sstiraates  for  present  territories. 

b/  See  Foreign  Service  Release,  F.S,/3¥~16,  ilovember  25,  1927 
c_/  Estimated. 

d/  Unofficial  trade  figure, 
e/  Pertly  estimated. 
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FLAXSEED:    Production  in  countries  reporting  for  1927,  average 

1909-13,  annual  1924-27 


Country  a/ 

: Average 
:  1909- 
:1913  b/ 

:  1924 

:  1925 

:  1926 

:  1927 

:Per  cent 
:1927  is 

:of  1926 

:  1,000 

:  bushels 

:  1,000 

:  bush  els 

:  1,000 
: bushels 

:  1,000 

:  bu  she  1  s 

:  1,000 
: bushels 

:  Per 
:  cent 

United  States   

Canada  

Argentina  

:  19,543 
:  12,040 
:  31.117 

:  31,547 
:  9,695 
:  45.003 

:  22,424 
:  9,297 
:  75,113 

:  19,335 
:  5,948 
:  69.091 

:  26,583 
:  4,735 
:  85.030 

!  137.5 
:  79.6 
:     123 . 1 

North  and  South 
America  (3)   

:  62.700 

:  86.325 

: 106. 834 

■  94.374 

:116.348 

:  123.3 

4  European  countries 
previously  reported 

s./   •  

Lithuania  (revised)  .. 
Estonia  (revised)  .... 
Bulgaria  (revised)   ...  : 

:  2,722 
•  1,126 

733 
6 

534 
707 

:    3 , 124 
.  1,332 

:  460 

4 

:  417 

223 

:  3,409 
:  1,655 

:  489 
3 

:  531. 
331: 

•  3,656 
1,576 
475 
3 

328 

244 

:    3  , 59  5 
:  1,561 

:  409 
3 

:  322 
236 

:  98.3 
:  99.0 
86.1 
100.0 
98.2 
96.7 

Total  9  European 

5.828 

5.560: 

6.418 ' 

6.28  2: 

6.126 

97.5 

North  Africa  (2)  c  /  , ,  : 

37 

462: 

439: 

381 

441: 

115.7 

Total  above  14  : 

68.56  5: 

92.347: 

113,691: 

101.037: 

122.915: 

121.7 

India   : 

Other  countries  d/  . , .  : 

20,578 : 
18 , 984 : 
3.059: 

20,040: 
16,508: 
3,769  : 

15,030: 
23,730: 
4.732 : 

16,280: 
20,443: 
4,211: 

Estimated  world  total.  : 

111,186: 

132,664: 

158,233: 

141,971: 

Source:  Official  sources  or  International  Institute  of  Agriculture, 
a/  Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  the  number  of  countries  included, 
b/  Estimates  for  oresent  territories. 

cf  See  Foreign  Service  Release,  F.S./FF-16,  November  25,  1927. 
d/  Partly  estimated. 


0  


9  20, 


AM 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington 


F.S, 
FF-19 


January  7,  1928 


foreign  news  on  flaxseed 


INDIAN  FLAXSEED  ACREAGE  REDUCED 


The  acreage  sov/n  to  flaxseed  in  India  for  the  1927-28  crop  year 
as  far  as  reported  up  to  about  the  end  of  December  te  2,574,000  acres 
or  94.1  per  cent  of  the  area  reported  up  to  the  same  date  last  year  and 
1C3.1  per  cent  of  the  average  for  the  5  preceding  years,  according  to  a 
cablegram  to  the  Bureau  cf  Agri cultural  Economics  from  the  International 
Institute  of  Agricult\ire  at  Rone.     Thp  final  estimate  for  last  year's 
acreage  was  3,348,000  acres.    As  a  rale  the  final  estimate  increases 
when  the  first  one  does  and  vice  vvrsa.     In  the  past  20  years  this  has 
been  true  in  all  but  four  when  the  reverse  held  true.     The  -percentage 
change  in  acreage  shown  from  year  to  year  in  the  first  estimate,  however, 
is  not  an  accurate  indication  of  the  percentage  change  in  the  total 
finally  reported  area. 

The  first  and  final  estimates  of  the  flaxseed  acreage  in  India 
during  recent  years  are  given  below; 


Total  production  in  14  countries  so  far  reporting  in  the  current 
year,  including  the  United  States,  Canada  and  Argentina,  is  estimated 
at  122,915,000  bushels,  an  increase  of  22,000,000  bushels  from  production 
in  those  countries  last  year.     Decreased  supplies  of  old  crop  in  Canada 
and  Argentina  bring  the  total  supply  down  to  18,000,000  bushels  above 
last  year.     India  and  Russia  are  the  only  important  countries  not  yet  re- 
porting production. 


Year 


1st  estimate 
1.000  acres 


Final  estimate 
1.000  acres 


1923-  24 

1924-  25 

1925-  26 

1926-  27 

1927-  28 


2,575 
2,845 
2,768 
2,734 
2,574 


3,724 
3,695 
3,596 
3,348 
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FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  FLAX  AND  FLAXSEED 


K  WORLD  FLAXSEED  SITUATION  IN  JANUARY  1928 


The  principal  recent  development  affecting  the  world  supoly  of 
flaxseed  has  been  the  reduction  in  the  estimate  of  the  Argentine  crop. 
The  world  supply  of  flaxseed  is  now  estimated  at  approximately  121,941,000 
bushels,  which  is  14,000,000  or  13  per  cent  above  the  corresponding  sup- 
ply of  1926,  according  to  information  received  in  the  Bureau  of  Agricul- 
tural Economics.     This  estimate  is  based  on  -production  in  15  countries 
reporting  and  stocks  of  old  crou  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  in  the 
United  States,  Argentina  and  Canada.    Production  alone  is  13,000,000 
bushels  higher.     Earlier  estimates  had  placed  the  increase  in  supply  at 
18,000,000  bushels  and  the  production  at  22,000,000  bushels  above  last 
year.    Production  estimates  are  still  lacking  for  India  and  Russia,  but 
early  reports  do  not  indicate  any  material  increase  in  the  total  export- 
able surplus  of  those  two  countries.    Prices  of  flaxseed  in  Minneapolis, 
Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires  have  shown  a  steady  increase  during  the  first 
three  weeks  of  the  present  year  after  a  period  of  weakness  during  the 
last  quarter  of  1927.     The  average  price  for  the  first  three  weeks  in 
January  1928  was  equal  to  the  average  January  price  for  1927  in  Minne- 
apolis, and  well  above  the  January  1927  price  in  3uenos  Aires,  but  below 
the  January  1927  price  in  Winnipeg. 

Product  ion 


Flaxseed  production  for  15  countries  including  the  United  States, 
Canada  and  Argentina  is  now  estimated  at  119,352,000  bushels  against 
101,496,000  bushels  re-ported  by  the  same  countries  in  1926  or  an  increase 
of  18.1  per  cent.     The  drop  from  the  122,915,009  bushels  reported  for  14 
countries  in  the  December  estimate  is  due  largely  to  a  decrease  of 
3,814,000  bushels  in  the  estimate  of  the  new  crop  of  Argentina  where  the 
crop  is  nov?  -placed  at  81,216,000  bushels,   and  a  decrease  in  production  in 
Italy  where  the  crop  is  estimated  at  299,000  bushels  compared  with 
459,000  bushels  produced  last  year.     The  iwsw  estimate  for  Canada  is 
4,885,000  bushels  or  an  increase  of  150,000  bushels  over  the  -previous 
estimate.    The  countries  reported  so  far  produced  71,5  r>er  cent  of  the 
1926  estimated  world  total  excluding  China.    Production  estimates  are 
still  lacking  for  Russia  and  India.     The  area  sown  in  Russia  is  nov;  re- 
ported by  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture  to  be  4.4  per  cent 
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above  that  of  last  year.     Earlier  reports  had  indicated  a  decrease  for 
European  Russia.     The  exportable  surplus  of  this  country  in  recent  years 
has  beer  too  snail  to  materially  affect  the  world  situation.     The  first 
egtiraat  \  for  India  shows  the  area  sown  to  December  to  be  5.9  per  cent 
below  the  area  sown  at  the  corresponding  date  last  year.     In  general,  a 
decrease  in  the  first  estimate  is  followed  by  a  decrease  in  the  final 
report  of  area  sown,  although  exceptions  have  occurred.     The  yield  per 
acre  in  India  last  year  was  well  below  the  average,  and  an  average  yield 
per  acre  this  year  would  result  in  a  crop  eoual  to  that  of  last  year  in 
spite  of  the  probable  decrease  in  acreage.    Production  in  Europe  other 
than  Russia  is  about  equal  to  that  of  last  year.    The  total  acreage  re- 
ported for  25  countries, which  includes  all  important  countries  excer>t 
India,  was  1,3  per  cent  above  the  area  reported  for  the  sane  countries 
last  year.     Tables  on  pages  5  and  6  show  estimates  of  area  ana  production 
for  countries  reporting  in  1927. 

Stocks 

Argentina  carryover  is  still  believed  to  be  negligible  compared 
with  ot457,000  bushels  on  January  1,  1927.     The  exportable  surplus  on 
December  1  was  2,827,000  bushels,  according  to  an  unofficial  estimate 
reported  by  Consul  General  Lay  at  Buenos  Aires,  while  exports  from  De- 
cenber  3  to  December  51  are  placed  by  the  trade  at  about  5,955,000 
bushels. 

Stocks  in  North  America  on  January  20  were  about  941,000  bushels 
above  those  of  the  same  tine  in  1927.     Commercial  stocks  in  the  United 
States  for  the  third  week  of  January  were  5,858,000  bushels,  or  consid- 
erably above  the  2S 570, 000  bushels  reported  at  the  corresponding  time 
last  year.     This  does  not  indicate  a  piling  ur>  of  stocks,  since  the  ex-* 
cess  of  stocks  over  last  year  has  been  reduced  from  3,595,000  bushels 
at  the  peak  of  the  season,  which  occurred  during  the  second  week  of 
November,  to  the  present  excess  of  only  1,268,000  bushels.     This  indi- 
cates a  good  movement  into  consuming  channels.     In  Canada  stocks  in 
store  in  the  Western  Grain  Division  were  below  those  of  1937,  the  amount 
reported  being  2,936,000  bushels  compared  wi'ch  3,263,000  bushels  for  the 
third  week  in  January  1927,  according  to  the  Board  of  Grain  Commissioners, 

Exports  and  Imports 

Imports  of  flaxseed  into  the  United  otates  for  the  first  four 
months,  September  through  December  of  the  -present  season,  were  only 
5,994,000  bushels  compared  with  8,267,000  bushels  during  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1926,  or  a  decrease  of  2,373,000  bushels.     Shipments  of 
flaxseed  from  Russia  to  other  countries  January  through  December  1927 
are  reported  by  the  trade  to  have  been  only  110,000  bushels  compared 
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with  shipments  of  2,216,000  bushels  during  1926.     Shipments  from  India 
January  through  December  1927  are  reported  by  the  trade  at  7,702,000 
bushels  compared  with  6,815,000  for  1926.     The  official  figure  for  1926 
shipments  from  India  is  7,455,000  bushels.     Exports  from  Argentina  for 
the  year  1927  amounted  to  76,600,000  bushels,  according  to  a  trade  source. 
The  official  figure  for  1926  was  65,366,000  bushels.     The  1927  export 
figure  is  above  the  indicated  supnly  for  the  year,  which  amounted  to 
72,543,000  bushels,  obtained  by  adding  the  official  carry- ver  estimate 
of  o,457,000  bushels  to  the  crop  of  69,091,000  bushels,  and  making  n: 
allowance  for  hone  consunption  and  seed. 

Prices 

Prices  in  Minneapolis,  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires  ,  which  had  de- 
clined generally  since  September,  rallied  early  in  January  and  since  that 
time  show  a  steady  upvrard  trend.     The  upward  tendency  has  been  mere  notice- 
able in  Minneapolis  than  in  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires  and  the  margin  cf 
Minneapolis  prices  over  those  of  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires  is  considerably 
higher  than  during  the  latter  part  of  1927.     Last  year  flaxseed  prices  de- 
clined in  January  but  rallied  in  February  and  continued  an  upward  trend  in 
the  important  markets  for  several  months.    The  average  price  for  the  first 
three  weeks  of  January  1923  was  eoual  to  the  average  January  price  for  1927 
in  Minneapolis  but  below  the  1927  price  in  Winnipeg  and  well  above  the  Jan- 
uary 1927  price  in  Buenos  Aires-     The  following  table  gives  weekly  average 
prices  ner  bushel  of  flaxseed  in  Winnipeg,  Minneapolis  and  Buenos  Aires 
from  September  1927  to  January  1928.     For  monthly  average  prices  in  four 
important  markets  1924-25  to  1927-28  see  Foreign  Service  release,  FF-16, 
November  25,  1927. 
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FLAXSEED;    Weekly  average  prices  per  bushel  in  specified  markets 
September  1927  to  January  1928,  in  dollars  per 
bushel  of  56  pounds 
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lot  sales  compiled  from  Minneapolis  Daily  Market  Record.    Winnipeg :  Canada 
G-rain  Statistics,  Canada  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  and  Ue^  York 
Journal  of  Commerce.     3nenos  Ajcres:    New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 

a/  Quotation  published  for  September  9  excluded  from  average  due  to  great 
fluctuation.     Quotation  increased  from  1.72  on  September  8  to  2.05  on 
September  9,  and  returned  to  1.73  on  September  10. 

b/  Quotation  published  for  October  18  excluded  from  average  due  to  great 
fluctuation.    Quotation  decreased  from  1.68  on  October  17  to  1.31  on  October 
18,  and  returned  to  1.68  on  October  19. 


FLAXSEED:    Acreage  in  countries  reporting  for  1927,  average  1909-13, 

annual  1924-1927 
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Official  sources  or  International  Institute  of  Agriculture, 
a/  Estimates  for  present  territories. 

b_/  See  Foreign  Service  Releases  F.S./F7-16,  November  25,  1927,  and  F.S./FF-18 

January  3,  1928. 
c/  Partly  estimated. 
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FLAXSEED:    Production  in  countries  reporting  for  1927,  average 
1909-1913,  annual  1924-1927 


:  Average  :  ;  :  ;  :Per  cent 

Country  a/  : 1909-1913;    1924    :     1925  :     1925    :     1927     :  1927  is 

 :       hj      :  :  :  j  ;  of  1926 

:     1,000     :     1,000  J  1,000  :  1,000     :  1,000     !  Per  c^nt 

;  bushels  :  bushels ; "bushels  :  bushels  ; bushels  : 


United  States   t  19,543   :  31,547:  22,424   :  19,335:  26,583:  137.5 

Canada.  :  12,040  :  9,695:  9,297  :  5,948:  4,885:  82.1 

Argentina   :  31.117  :  45t083:  75.113  :  69t091:  81.216;  117.5 

ITorth  and  South           :  ;  :  :  :  : 

America  (3)   :  62,700  :  86 ,325 : 106 .834  :  94.374 :  112.684:  119.4 

7  European  countries      :  :  :  :  :  : 

previously  reported  c  / :  3,418  :  3,097:  3,647  :  3,224:  3,174:  98.4 

Italy  (new)   :  340  :  422:  504  :  459:  299:  65.1 

Rumania  (revised)  :  707   :  223;  331  :  244:  233:  95.5 

Poland  (revised)  :  1.703   :  2f24Q:  2,441  :  2,314:  5.031:  107.7 

Total  10  Euro-oean       :  :  :  :  :  : 

c ount r ie s  .  I  6.168   t  5T981:  6.953   :  6f741:  6f757:  99.9 

ITorth  Africa  (2)  c/  .  . . j  37  :  462:  439  :  331:  441:  115.7 

Total  above  15  coun-  :  :  :  :  : 

tries   :  68f905  :  92,768:  114.196:  101.496:  119.862:  118.1 

India   :  20,578  :  20,040:  16,080:  16,280:  : 

Russia  :  18,984   :  16,508:  23,730i  20,472:  : 

Other  countries  d/  .  .  .   :  2,719  :  3.348:  4f227;  5.752:  :  

Estimated  world  total:  111,186:  132c664:  158,233:  142,000:  : 


«  i  ft  »  I  I 

 !  :  !  !  :  :  

Official  sources  or  International  Institute  of  Agriculture. 

a/  Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  the  number  of  countries  included. 

by  Estimates  for  present  territories. 

c_j  See  Foreign  Service  releases  F.S./FF-16,  November  25,  1927,   and  F.S./FF-18, 

January  3 ,  1928 . 
d/  Partly  estimated. 
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Flaxseed  production  in  Hussia  for  1927  is  estimated  at  23,621,000 
"bushels,  according  to  a  cable  to  the  3ureau  of  Agricultural  3cononics  from 
the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture  at  Hone.     This  is  an  increase  of 
15.4  tirt  cent  abo^e  last  year's  cron.    The  1927  total  troche  tion  of  flax- 
seed for  16  countries  so  far  reported  is  143,483,000  bushels,  or  17.6  Tier 
cent  above  the  -production  of  121,953,000  bushels  by  the  sane  countries  in 
1926.    Production  estimates  for  other  countries  are  given  in  Foreign  Ser- 
vice release,  FF-20. 

Although  Russia  is  one  of  the  world's  most  important  flaxseed  "pro- 
ducing countries,  most  of  the  cron  is  consumed  within  the  country  nnd  the 
exportable  surplus  in  recent  years  has  been  too  snail  to  materially  affect 
the  r  orld  situation.     Shipments  of  flaxseed  fron  Hussia  to  other  countries 
during  1927  vere  reported  by  the  trade  to  have  been  only  110,000  bushels 
compared  with  2,216,000  bushels  shinned  during  1926.     Ho  shipments  have 
been  reported  for  1928. 

Production  of  herapseed  in  Hussia  for  the  1927  season  was  estimated 
at  30,063,000  bushels,  according  to  the  International  Institute  of  Agri- 
culture.    In  1926  production  was  35,166,000  bushels.    Hussia  is  the  world's 
principal  grower  of  hempseed. 


UNITED  STiiTLS  DEPAKP1  iliJT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington 

F.S.  March  13,  1928. 
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THE  FLAXSEED  SITUATION  IN  FE3RUaRY  1928 


In  January  and  Febru-sry  the  margin  of  Minneapolis  flaxseed  prices 
over  Buenos  Aires  ^as  smaller  than  in  the  sane  months  in  any  of  the  -ore- 
ceding  five  years,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  some  seasonal  increase 
in  the  margin  occurred.    The  margin  is  usually  greatest  in  the  period 
January  to  March,  Mien  the  Argentine  c  rop  is  coming  on  the  market.  The 
present  relatively  low  margin  has  followed  heavier  stocks  in  the  United 
States  early  this  season  as  compared  with  last.     United  States  imports 
for  the  first  five  months  have  decreased.    The  heavy  sumo  lies  in  the 
United  States  have  been  moving  rapidly  into  consuming  channels,  however, 
and  are  nor  only  1,000,000  bushels  greater  than  at  this  time  last  year. 
The  decrease  of  3,329,000  bushels  in  our  imnorts  for  the  first  five  months 
of  the  season  is  nearly  half  as  great  as  the  increase  of  7,248,000  bushels 
in  our  crop  this  year.    The  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price  over  Winnipeg 
is  greater  than  it  has  been  in  January  and  February  of  the  past  t^o  years. 
The  indicated  world  supply  exclusive  of  India  and  minor  producing  coun- 
tries is  now  146,218,000  bushels  compared  with  129,053,000  bushels  last 
year.    The  increase  of  3,149,000  bushels  reported  in  Russian  flaxseed  pro- 
duction compared  with  last  year  has  had  little  effect  on  the  situation 
outside  of  that  country.     Exports  of  the  four  principal  exporting  coun- 
tries so  far  as  reported  since  September  1  have  amounted  to  39,192,000 
bushels  compared  with  28,506,000  for  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

Production 


Flaxseed  -production  for  17  countries  which  include  all  important 
producers  except  India  is  now  estimated  at  144,139,000  bushels  compared 
with  122,986,000  bushels  produced  by  the  same  countries  in  1926,  or  an 
increase  of  17.2  -oer  cent.     Last  year  they  produced  86.6  per  cent  of  the 
total  '•'orld  crop  excluding  China.     The  estimate  for  Russia,  recently  re- 
ceived, is  23,621,000  bushels  compared  with  20,472,000  bushels  produced 
in  1926,  or  an  increase  of  15.4  -ner  cent.     In  Latvia,  however,  production 
has  dropped  to  655,000  bushels  from  971,000  produced  in  1926.     The  in- 
crease in  the  Russian  production  brings  the  production  of  Europe  to  10 
per  cent  above  that  reported  last  year.     A  recent  trade  report  states  that 
weather  throughout  India  is  unusually  wet  for  February  and  some  damage  to 
oilseeds  by  hail  and  rust  is  reported  in  the  Central  and  United  Provinces. 
No  estimate  of  production  is  expected  for  India  until  June.    No  revision 
of  the  estimate  for  the  Argentine  record  crop  has  been  received,  although 
according  to  a  trade  report  the  quality  is  believed  to  be  a  little  poorer 
than  last  year's  crop.    Tables  on  page  3  show  estimates  of  area  and  pro- 
duction for  countries  reporting  in  1927. 
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Stocks 

No  report  of  carryover  of  old  crop  on  January  1  in  Argentina  is 
available  as  yet,  "but  since  exports  reported  for  the  year  are  above  the 
reported  production,  carryover  is  still  believed  to  be  negligible  com- 
pared with  3,457,000  bushels  on  January  1,  1927. 

Stocks  in  North  America  on  February  17  were  about  609,000  bushels 
above  those  at  the  sane  time  in  1927.    Commercial  stocks  in  the  United 
States  the  third  week  in  February  were  3,100,000  bushels  compared  with 
2,111,000  bushels  at  the  same  time  last  year.     In  the  United  States  the 
croD  has  been  moving  rapidly  into  consuming  channels.     In  November,  corn- 
mercial  stocks  ""ere  3,395,000  bushels  greater  than  last  year,  which  is 
nearly  half  as  large  as  the  total  increase  in  crop,  but  by  the  third  reek 
in  February  they  had  fallen  to  a  point  only  939,000  bushels  greater  than 
at  that  time  last  year.     In  Canada,  stocks  in  store  in  the  Western  Grain 
Division  were  below  those  of  1927,  the  amount  reported  for  the  third  reek 
of  February  being  3,037,000  bushels  compared  with  3,417,000  at  the  same 
time  last  year,   according  to  the  3oard  of  Grain  Commissioners.     See  table 
on  page  4. 

Exports  and  imports 

."Sxports  from  September  1  so  far  reported  for  four  imports  t  coun- 
tries are  above  those  for  the  corresponding  period  last  season,  -argentine 
exports  from  September  1,  1927  to  February  11,  1928  amo\inted  to  34,893,000 
bushels,  according  to  combined  official  ,m<i  trade  figures,  while  the  cor- 
responding exports  last  season  "em  23,099,000  bushels.     India  shows  an 
increase  of  289,000  bushels  during  the  same  period,  but  exports  frora 
Russia  and  Canada  are  considerably  below  last  season.     Imports  into  the 
United  States  for  the  first  five  months,  September  through  January,  of  the 
present  season  rere  7,175,000  bushels  compared  with  10,504,000  during  the 
corresponding  period  last  year.     This  decrease  is  nearly  half  as  great  as 
the  increase  in  our  crop.    A  slight  increase  is  shown  in  the  flaxseed  im- 
ports of  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  first  five  months  of  the  season. 
The  table  on  page  4  gives  figures  for  the  current  season  rrith  those  of 
earlier  years  for  comparison. 

Prices 

Flaxseed  trices  in  Minneapolis,  which  during  October  and  November 
had  reached  their  lowest  point  since  January  1922,  continued  their  Janu- 
ary rally  and  in  February  increased  steadily,  reaching  in  that  month  their 
highest  monthly  average  since  September  1926,  with  the  exception  of  May 
1927.     In  Winnipeg  and  3uenos  Aires,  prices  remained  steady  during  Febru- 
ary.   The  February  price  in  3i;enos  Aires  was  above  the  average  price  in 
February  1927,  but  the  price  in  Winnipeg  was  below  that  of  last  year.  Al- 
though the  Minneapolis  price  in  February  was  slightly  higher  than  in  Feb- 
ruary last  year,  the  3uenos  -"-ires  price  showed  a  larger  increase  as  between 
these  months  and  as  a  result  the  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price  over  the 
Buenos  Aires  price  was  considerably  smaller  than  in  February  1927.  See 
tables  on  pages  5  and  6. 
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FLAXSEED :    p  r  oduc  t  i  on 

in  countries  reporting 

for  1927, 

average 

1909-1913.  annual  1924. 
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of  1926 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000  . 

1,000  : 

Per 

:  "bushels 

:  bushels 

: 'bushels 

: bushels  : 

bushels  : 

cent 

1 

:  19,5^3 

:  31,547 

:  22,424 

:  19,335: 

26,583: 

137.5 

Canada   

:  12,040 

:  9,695 

:  9,297 

:  5,995: 

4,885: 

81.5 

:  31,117 

:  45 t 084 

:  75.113 

:  69,091: 

81.216: 

117.5 

North  and  South  .anerica(3') 

:  62.700 

:  86.326 

:  106. 834 

:  94.421: 

112.684: 

119.3 

European  countries  previous- 

: ' 

5 

ly  reported  (10)   

6. 168 

:    5 . 983 

:  6.922 

:  6.741: 

6.744: 

100.0 

Russia,  ne^  

13,984 

:  16,508 

.  23,730 

:  20,472: 

23,621: 

115.4 

Latvia,  neT   • 

953 

980 

1,099 

:  971: 

655: 

67.5 

Eur  one  (12)    • 

26  105 

'  23.471 

0 1.751 

:  23.184: 

31,020: 

110. 1 

Morocco   

16) 

:  445. 

:  344: 

Tunis   

37 

17: 

37 

t  Of* 

41: 

110.8 

Total  above  17  countries.  : 

83.842: 

110.259: 

139.024 

122.986: 

144.139: 

117.2 

20,573: 

20,040: 

16,080. 

16,280: 

Other  countries  c/    : 

1.767: 

2,368: 

3.129 

2.781: 

Estimated  v-orld  total  .  : 

111,187: 

132,667  : 

158,233 

142,047: 

parenthesis  indicate  the  number  of  countries  included,  b/  Estimates  for 
present  boundaries.     c/  Partly  estimated. 


ELaX: 


Acreage  in  countries  reporting  for  1927,  average 
1909-1913.  annual  1924-1927   


Average: 

:Per  cent 

Count  ry  : 

1909-  : 

1924  : 

1925 

:  1926 

:  1927 

:1927  is 

1^13  a/: 

J  of  1926 

1,000' : 

1,000  : 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  Per 

United  States    : 

-cres  : 

acres  : 

acres 

:  acres 

:  ac  re  s 

cent 

2,490: 

3,469: 

3,073 

:     2 , 907 

:     2 , 907 

100.0 

1,035: 

1,277: 

1,128 

:  738 

:  476 

64.5 

Argentina    : 

4,113  : 

6,322: 

6,201 

6,672 

:  7,055 

105 . 7 

3  other  seed  producing  coun-  : 

15<± : 

197: 

241 

228 

!  230. 

100.9 

Total  countries  producing  : 

7.772: 

11.265: 

10.648 

10 . 545 

10.668 

101.2 

3,165: 

2,960: 

3,898 

4,167 

4,351. 

104.4 

17  other  European  countries.  : 

1.070: 

1.042: 

1.210: 

1.122 

1.102: 

93.2 

18  European  countries  ....  : 

4.235: 

4 . 002 : 

5. 108- 

5,289 

5.453: 

103.1 

5: 

3  : 

4 : 

4 

2: 

50.0 

Total  above  25  countries.  : 

12.012  : 

15 . 270 : 

15.760: 

15.339. 

16.122: 

101.6 

India,   1st  estimate    : 

2,948 : 

2,  345: 

2,763  : 

2,734: 

2,574: 

94.1 

final  estimate    : 

3 , 325 : 

3,695: 

3.596: 

3  ,348 : 

Other  countries  c'    : 

33: 

69: 

35: 

63: 

Estimated  vorld  total  .  : 

15,870: 

19,034: 

19,441: 

19,250: 

Official  sources  or  International  Institute  of  Agriculture.     a/  Estimates  for 
present  boundaries,     b/  See  Foreign  Service  releases,  F.S./FF-16,  16  and  20. 
c/  Partly  estimated. 
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FLi^XSEED:     Stocks  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  at  s^pcified  tines, 

1926-27  and  1927-28 


|       United  States  a/ 

\              Canada  b/ 

:  1926-27 

:  1927-28 

;  1926-27 

:  1927-28 

1,000 

:  1,000 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  bushels 

bushels 

!  bushels 

bushels 

September  c_/  - 

584: 

583  : 

2,026 

1,496 

November  -  ; 

2d  week  d  '  ... 

3,764  : 

7,159 

2,372 

2,115 

J  anu  grj'  -  j 

1st  nedc    j 

2,684  : 

4,051  : 

3,243  .: 

2,831 

February  -  ; 

3d  ^eek   

2,111 

3 , 100  : 

3,417  : 

3,037 

m  store  in  Canadian  ,rostem  Grain  Division,  c/  Beginning  of  season, 
d/  Feak  of  holdings  in  United  States. 


FL^SESD:     International  trade  of  imnortant  importing  and  exporting 
countries,  year  beginning  September  1,  1924-25  to  1927-28 


Count  ry 

:        Trade  for  year 

.  be^inninfr  Se-otenbpr  1 

Amount  reported 

:  1924-25  : 1925-26 : 19I;5-27 

:8ent.  1  to 

: 1926-27 : 1927-28 

Ex-oorts  - 

Canada  

Russia  c/    : 

Total  above  exnorts  : 
Imports  -  ; 

United  States    : 

United  Kingdom   ! 

Total  above  imports  : 

:  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000 
: bushels : bushe Is : bushels 

:  Feb.  11  a/ 
:  Feb.  11  b/ 
:  Dec.  31 
Feb.  11 

:  1,000  :  1,000 
{bushels : bushels 

37,693:  66,835:  65,935 
16,908:     7,426:  8,360 
5,756  :     2,541:    2  ,  939 
618:     1.190:  811 

:  23,099:  34,893 
:    3,402:  3,691 
:     1,279:  525 

726 :  83 

60.975:  77.992:  73.045 

23.506:  39.192 

12,011:  19,971:  24,662. 
14.102:  14.952:  14.257 

Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 

.  10,504:  7,175 
4.750:  4.842 

26,113  :  34.923  :  38.919 

15.254:  12.017 

EXPORTS  FROM  ARGENTINA  AND  INDIA  IN  THEIR  CURRENT.  SEASON 

Countrv 

1925  :     192  6  :  1927 

Jan.  1  to  ; 

1927 

1928 

37.821:  65.336:e/?3.992: 

Fpb.  11  c/: 

8.932 

11T972 

India  f/    : 

1924-25 : 1925-26 : 1926-27 . 

April  1  to: 

1926-27 

1927-28 

14,842:  12,326:  7,675: 

Feb.  11  b/: 

6,996 

7,970 

r^j  Official  figures  September  and  October;  trade  figures  November  to  date, 
b/  Official  figures  through  November;  trade  figures  December  to  date. 
cf  Trade  figures,     d/  Exoort  year  beginning  January  1.     el  Official  figures 
January -October;  trade  figures  for  November  .and  December,     f/  Export  year 
beginning  April  1. 
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FLAXSEED 


Monthly  average  prices  per  bushel  in  specified  markets,  September 

1924  to  December  1927 
 (In  dollars  per  bushel  of  56  pounds)  


Year  and  month 

:  Minne- 
:  apolis 

:  Winni- 
:  pee 

:  Buenos 
:  Aires 

.3  on  o  ay 

:  Margins  of  Minne*— 
:  anolis  t>rice  over 

:    No.  1, 

:    No.  1, 

:    4  -ner 

:  Winni- 

:  Buenos 

:  N.17.C. 

:  N.W.C. 

:  cent 

i  Bold 

:  vex 

:  Aires 

1924-25  - 

:  Dollars 

:  Dollars 

:  Dollars 

:  Dollars 

:     Cent  s 

:     Cent  s 

September  ... 

:  2.26 

;  2.20 

:  1.99 

2.22 

:  6 

:  27 

October  

:  2.40 

:  2.33 

:  2.12 

2.40 

:  7 

:  28 

November  .... 

:      2.58  : 

2.35 

:  2.21 

:  2.45 

:  23 

:  37 

December  .... 

:  2.84 

:  2.48 

:  2.26 

2.4:6 

:  36 

:  58 

J  anua ry  ..... 

:  3.15 

;       2. 68 

:  2.44 

:  47 

:  71 

February  . 

!  3.12 

2.63 

:  2.41 

:  2.65 

49 

:  71 

March  ....... 

:  2.97 

:  2.50 

:  2.25 

:  2.50 

:  47 

:  72 

&pi*il  . 

S  2.79 

:  2.35 

:  2.09 

:  2.57 

44 

:  70 

:  2.80 

J  2.44 

:  2.14 

:  2.42 

:  36 

J  66 

June  

!  2.68 

:  2.37 

:  2.11 

:  2.44 

31 

57 

:  2.49 

2.22 

:  2.02 

:  2.41 

i  27 

i  47 

August   

:  2.54 

:  2.40 

:  2.12 

;  2.44 

:  14 

i  42 

1925-26  - 

September  . . . 

!  2.59 

2.37 

:  2.06 

:  2.41 

:  22 

:  53 

October   

!  2.58 

:  2.33 

:  1.94 

:  2.23 

:  25 

:  64 

November  .... 

i  2.56 

:  2.29 

:  1.94 

:  2.24 

:  27 

:  62 

December  .... 

:  2.61 

i      <3  •  3  6 

i  1.83 

>  2.20 

:  35 

:  78 

2.50 

;  2.14 

•      1. 67 

2  01 

:  36 

:  83 

February  .... 

i      2.43  , 

2.05 

;  1.61 

:  2.02 

!  38 

:  82 

March   

2.32 

1.92  : 

1.51  . 

1.90 

:  40 

:  81 

Aoril   : 

2.34  ! 

1.95  : 

1.55  : 

1.87  : 

38  : 

:  79 

2.30  : 

1.93  : 

1.55  : 

1,87  : 

37  : 

75 

2.33  : 

1.95  : 

1.65  : 

1.95  : 

38  : 

67 

2.44  : 

2.03  : 

1.73  : 

2.03  : 

36  : 

66 

august    : 

2.38  : 

2.11  : 

1.77  : 

1.97  : 

27  i 

61 

1926-27  -  : 

September  ...  : 

2.33  s 

2.05  : 

1.64  : 

1.84  : 

28 

69 

2.21  : 

1.94  : 

1.59  : 

1.89  : 

27  : 

62 

November  ....  : 

2.22  : 

1.91  : 

1.53  : 

1.90  : 

31  : 

69 

December  ....  : 

2.24  : 

1.38  : 

1.53  : 

1.89  : 

36  : 

71 

J  anuary   : 

2.23  : 

1.87  : 

1  50  : 

1  9? 

36  ; 

73 

February  ....  : 

2.25  ! 

1.90  : 

1.54  : 

1.98  : 

35  : 

71 

2.22  : 

1.90  : 

1.52  : 

1.99  : 

32  : 

70 

April   : 

2.24  : 

1.92  : 

1.58  : 

1.92  : 

32  ; 

66 

May    : 

2.34  : 

2.00  : 

1.70  : 

2.01  : 

34  : 

64 

2.25  : 

1.99  : 

1.71  : 

2.01  : 

26  : 

54 

2.23  : 

1.95  ; 

1.68  : 

1.99  : 

28  i 

55 

August    : 

2.22  : 

2.01  : 

1. 69  r 

1.92  : 

21  : 

53 

1927-28  -  : 

September  ...  : 

2.21  : 

1.95  : 

1.69  : 

1.91  : 

26 

52 

2.13  : 

1.88  : 

1. 65  : 

1. 85  : 

25 

48 

November  ....  : 

2.13  : 

1.83  : 

1.58  U 

i/  1.87  : 

30  : 

55 

December  ....  : 

2.15  : 

1.80  : 

1.58  :" 

1.89  : 

35  : 

57 

See  next  page  for  sources. 


a/  Three  neek  average  only. 


.  J 
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FLAXSEED:    Monthly  average  prices  ner  bushel  in  specified  markets,  September 

1924  to  December  1927  -  continued 

Compiled  from  the  following  reports'-  Minneapolis  i     average  of  daily  prices 
weighted  by  car  lot  sales  compiled  from  Minneapolis  "Daily  Market  Record". 
Winnipeg:     Canada  "Monthly  Bulletin  of  Agricultural  Statistics"  and  3oard  of 
Trade  Commissioners  Movement  of  Western  Canadian  Grain  Crops.     3uenos  -aires: 
"International  Yearbook  of  Agricultural  Statistics"  and  "Review  of  the  River 
Plate".     Bombay :  "International  Yearbook  of  Agricultural  Statistics"  and 
"Indian  Trade  Journal". 


FL.JCSHED:    Weekly  average  price  per  bushel  in  specified  markets  in  1928 

(In  dollars  per  bushel  of  56  pounds) 


Month  and  reek 

:  Winni- 

:  pef-: 

;  Minne- 
;  apclis 

:  Buenos 
:  Aires 

:  Margins  of  Minne- 
:  apolis  price  over 

:    No.  1, 

ii.'.T,  c. 

:    2To.  1, 
:  N.W.C. 

4)i  early 
;  delivery 

:  Winni- 
peg: 

:  Bienos 
Aires 

;  Dollars 

:  Dollars 

:  Dollars 

:  Cents 

Cents 

January  - 

1.81 

{  2.18 

!      1.60  i 

37  ; 

58 

1.83 

i  2.24 

!      1.61  : 

41 

63 

1.84 

:  2.28 

t  1.65 

44  •  ; 

;  63 

4th  week  . .  

1.83 

2.24  ! 

1.62  ; 

41 

;  62 

February  - 

1.83  • 

•      2.25  : 

1.62  : 

42 

63 

2d  week   

1.83  : 

2.26 

1.63 

43  : 

:  63 

3d  week   

1.83  • 

2.27  : 

1.61  . 

44  : 

66 

Compiled  from  -  Minneapolis:    Average  of  daily  prices  weighted  by  car  lot 
sales  compiled  from  Minneapolis  "Daily  Market  Record".    Winnipeg :  Canada 
Grain  Statistics,  Canada  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  and  Hew  York 
''Journal  of  Commerce'.' .  Buenos  Aires:    Hew  York  "Journal  of  Commerce". 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington 

F.S,  April  13,  1928 

FF_23  *C> 

V  *  FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  FLAX  AND  FLAXSEED 


U  mmiTtoM  EG0N0MH06 


WxV  THE  FLAXSEED  SITUATION  IN  MARCH.  1928 

Flaxseed  prices  in  three  important  markets  continued  their  steady 
upward  trend  during  the  first  four  weeks  of  March  and  although  they  weak- 
ened slightly  the  end  of  the  month  were  generally  above  the  corresponding 
prices  of  last  year,  according  to  statistics  compiled  "by  the  Foreign  Ser- 
vice of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.    Although  the  margin  of  the 
Minneapolis  price  over  that  of  Buenos  Aires  increased  during  March,  it  is 
still  "below  the  corresponding  margin  for  the  past  few  years,  while  the 
margin  of  Minneapolis  price  over  that  of  Winnipeg  continued  higher  in 
March  1Q28  than  in  March  1927  and  1926. 


Stocks  in  the  United  States  continue  to  move  ran  idly  into  consum- 
ing channels  and  by  the  fourth  week  of  March  the  excess  over  last  year  had 
been  reduced  to  379,000  bushels.     Imports  into  the  United  States  from 
Sent  ember  1  to  February  29  of  this  season  amounted  to  only  8,43  9,000  bush- 
els compared  with  11,831,000  during  the  same  time  last  season.  Exports 
from  Argentina  and  India  continue  high.     The  total  exports  of  the  four 
principal  exporting  countries  from  September  1  to  March  17  "ere  estimated 
at  49,572,000  bushels,  or  9,618,000  bushels  above  exports  during  the  same 
time  last  season.    No  important  change  has  been  reported  in  the  world 
supply  estimate  since  the  February  report.     (Foreign  Service  Release,  FF-22) 


Product  ion 


Flaxseed  production  for  18  countries,  ^hich  in  1926  produced  88  per 
cent  of  the  estimated  world  total  exclusive  of  China,   is  now  estimated  at 
146.,186,000  bushels  or  17  per  cent  above  the  124,954,000  bushels  produced 
by  the  same  countries  in  1926.     The  only  country  reporting  since  last 
month's  survey  is  Uruguay,  where  production  for  1927  is  placed  at  2,047,000 
bushels  corpared  with  a  1926  crop  of  1,970,000  bushels.    No  revision  of 
the  acreage  sown  in  India  has  been  received.     At  the  time  of  the  first 
estimate  the  acreage  was  5.9  per  cent  below  the  area  sown  at  the  correspond- 
ing time  last  year.     The  condition  of  the  India  crop  is  favorable.  In 
Bihar  and  Orissa  the  crop  was  doing  well  according  to  last  reports,  and  in 
the  Central  Provinces  the  condition  of  the  crop  was  good  except  for  some 
damage  by  pests.     These  districts  are  the  most  important  in  the  flax  pro- 
duction of  India-    The  acreage  reported  for  25  countries  is  1.8  per  cent 
above  that  of  the  same  countries  in  1926.    Acreage  and  production  totals 
for  1927  with  earlier  years  for  comparison  are  shown  in  the  first  table  on 
page  3. 
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The  crop  of  the  United  States  continued  to  move  rapidly  into 
consuming  channels  during  March  and  commercial  stocks  are  now  only  379,000 
bushels  greater  than  at  this  time  last  year..    The  excess  over  last  year 
during  the  second  week  in  II ov ember  when  the  peak  of  holdings  in  the  United 
States  occurred  was  3,395,000  bushels.     Stocks  in  the  Western  Grain  Division 
of  Canada  are  still  below  those  of  the  corresponding  time  last  year.  The 
deficit  of  524.000  bushels  in  the  stocks  of  Canada  as  compared  with  last 
year  is  greater  than  the  excess  of  379,000  bushels  in  the  United  States 
and  total  stocks  in  North  America  the  fourth  week  of  March  were  145,000 
bushels  below  those  of  the  sane  tine  last  year.    No  estimate  of  the  Argen- 
tine carryover  on  January  1  has  been  received  and  no  satisfactory  indica- 
tion of  present  stocks  is  available.     See  table,  page  4. 

Exports  and  Imports 

Total  exports  from  four  important  countries  from  September  1,  1927 
to  March  17,  1928  nere  estimated  at  49,572,000  bushels  compared  with 
39,954,000  bushels  last  year.     Argentina  exports  during  this  period  amounted 
to  44,717,000  bushels  compared  with  34,096,000  last  year,  according  to 
official  and  trade  figures.     Exports  from  India  were  also  well  above  last 
year  while  Canada  and  Russia  show  large  decreases.    Total  imports  into  the 
United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  from  September  1,  1927  to  February  29, 
1923  were  below  those  of  last  year,  due  to  the  large  decrease  in  United 
States  imports.     Imports  into  the  United  States  during  the  period  were 
8,439,000  bushels  compared  with  11,831,000  bushels  during  the  same  months 
last  year.     The  demand  during  February,  however,  showed  improvement  and 
imports  for  that  month  were  only  63,0^0  bushels  below  the  imports  of  Febru- 
ary 1927,  compared  with  a  decrease  of  1,056,000  in  January.     Imports  into 
the  United  Kingdom  during  February  were  1,163,640  bushels  comnared  with 
848,200  during  the  preceding  month  and  783,340  bushels  in  February  1927. 
Total  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  season  through  February  were 
6,005,000  bushels,  which  is  466,000  greater  than  for  that  perird  last  year. 
The  table  on  page  4  gives  figures  for  the  current  season  with  those  of 
earlier  years  for  comparison. 

Prices 

Flaxseed  prices  in  three  important  markets  continued  their  steady 
upward  trend  during  the  first  four  weeks  of  March,  but  weakened  slightly 
the  end  of  the  month.     The  average  price  for  March  1928  was  well  above 
the  March  1927  average  in  Minneapolis  and  Buenos  Aires  and  was  equal  to 
the  March  1927  price  in  Winnipeg.     The  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price 
over  that  of  Buenos  Aires,  although  it  has  continued  to  increase,  still 
remains  below  the  corresponding  margin  during  the  last  few  years  while  the 
margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price  over  that  of  Winnipeg  is  greater  than  the 
margin  of  March  1926  and  1927.     See  table, page  3  for  weekly  average  prices 
from  January  through  March  1928.     For  monthly  average  prices  per  bushel  in 
four  important  markets,  September  1924  to  December  1927,   see  Foreign  Ser- 
vice Release  FF-22,  March  13,  1928. 
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FLAX:    Acreage  and  production  in  countries  reporting  for  1927, 
average  1909-1913,  annual  1924-1927 


Country  a/ 

:  Average 
:  1909- 
:     1913  ; 

1924 

1925 

1926 

:  1927 

Per  cent 
1927  is 
Ox  l?cb 

AL/l-LiAlrJi, 

Countries  producing  seed 

Countries  producing  seed 
and  fiber  (19)  .   

:  1,000 
:  acres 

:  7,772 

:  4.240 

1,000 
:  acres 

11,265 
-    4,005  • 

.  acres 

i  10,362 
:  5t112 

acres 

:  10,545 
!  5T294 

•   i  nnn 
;   j. ,  uuu 

:  acres 

:  10,668 
:  5.454 

j.  e  r  c  en 

:  3.01.2 
:  103.0 

Total  reported  (25)  .  .. 
ii/S^  lrnaLect  "orxa   iotal  .  .  . 

:  12  012 

15.270 

■  15.474 

:  15.839 

:  16.122 

:  101-8 

.   10  on) 

iy  1 03<L 

i     TO  ice 

iyT  loo 

,      T  o  OCA 

PRODUCTION 

Other  North  and  South 

American  (3)   

Other  countries  (14)  .... 

r  1,'JUU 

•     UU.  Sll"  -1  S 

1 ,  uuu 

»     JlLSJ-i  61S 

t  Ann 

UU,  Silt?  -L  b 

*      T*TI  1  oVl  f  1  Cf 
»       UU  ^dLL     -L  t> 

i  c r  ce^ 

103.9 

119.3 

110.  1 

:  951 

.  62,700 
26,142  . 

1,542 

86,325 
23  r  934 

.  2,029 

113,071 

22.894  : 

1,970 

94,421 

28 . 563 

:  2,047 

:  112, 684 
;  31r455 

Total  reported  (18) 

89.793  : 

111.801  ' 

137  r  994  : 

124  T  954 

:  146, 186  : 

117,  v 

Estimated  world  total  ... 

111.187  : 

132.667  : 

155.174  : 

142.035 

a/  Figures 


Official  sources  and  International  Institute  of  Agricultural 
parenthesis  indicate  the  number  of  countries  included.     For  figures  for  import- 
ant countries  see  Foreign  Service  Release.,  FF-22,  March  13,  1928. 


FLAXSEFD:  Weekly  average  price  per  bushel  in  specified  markets  in  1928 
 (in  dollar s  per  "bushel  of  56  pound s)  


Month  and  week 


J  onuary- 


nnrpeg 


No.  1 


1st 

2nd 

3rd 

v'eek  : 

4th 

™eek  : 

February- 

1st 

veek  ; 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

week  : 

Ifarch- 

1st 

rreek  : 

2nd 

3rd 

5th 

week    : 

Dollars 
1.81 
1.83 
1.34 
1.33 

1.33 
1.83 
1.83 
1.85 

1.36 
1.88 
1.92 
1.  93 
1.91 


Minne- 
ap  o  1  i  s 


No .  J , 

it.  c. 

Dollars 
2.18 
2.24 
2.23 
2.24 

2.25 
2 . 26 
2.27 
2.27 

2.28 
2.30 
2.33 
2.37 
2.34 


Comuilea  from  Minneapolis:    Averages  of  daily  price 


Buenos 
Aires  


4}i>  early 
de  livery 


Do  j  Lars 
1.60 
1.61 
1.65 
1.62 

1.62 
1.  63 
1.61 
1.52 

1.61 
1.63 
1 . 66 

1 . 68 
1.  53 


Mwgin  of  Minneapolis 
 price  o^er 


f»inni»- 
t>eg 


Cents 
3'7 
41 
44 
41 

42 
43 
44 
42 

42 
42 
41 
44 


"sighted  bj 


Buenos 
Aires 


Cent : 
58 
63 

63 
62 


53 
63 
66 
65 

67 
67 
67 
69 
66 
car lot 


sales  compiled  from  Minneapolis  "Daily  Market  Record".     Winnipeg:  Canada  Grain 
Statistics,  Canada  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  ani  Ne^  York  "Journal  of 
Commerce".     Buenos  .Aires:    Nerr  York  "Journal  of  Coiar.ieice".     For  monthly  aver- 

1  O'l/l      i.  „     ~ll  1  


■  -i  a 
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FLAXSEED;     Stocks  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  at  specified  tines 

1926-27  and  1927-28 


j  United  States  a /   Canada  b /  

Month  and  week  .  1926-27       :       1927-28  :       1926-27       :  1927-28 

: 1.000  bushels : 3 ,000  bushels ! 1,000  bushels : 1.000  bushels 

Set)t  ember-  :  :  :  : 

1st  neek  c/  :  584        :  583  I        2,026        :  1,496 

November-  :  :  :  : 

2nd  ueek  d/  :       3,764        :        7,15^  :        2,372        :  2,115 

January-  :  :  :  ; 

1st  reek  :        2,684        :        4,051  :        3,243        :  2,831 

March-  :  :  :  : 

4th  week  :       2,026        :       2,405  :       3,485        ;  2,961 


a./  Commercial  stocks  in  store  in  principal  United  States  markets,     by  Stocks  in 
store  in  Canadian  Western  Grain  Division,     c_/  Beginning  of  season,     d/  Peak  of 
holdings  in  United  States. 


FLAXSEED:  International  trade  of  important  importing  and  exporting  countries, 
 year  beginning  September  1.   1924-25  to  1927-28  


Country 


Trade  for  year  beginning 
September  1 


1924-25  : 1925-26 

.1926-27 

:  Sent .  1  to 

: 1926-27 

'•  1927-28 

Export  s- 

Russia  and  Danube  c/ 

1,000     :  1,000 
.  bushels:  bushels 

!  1,000 
:  bushels 

:  March  17a/ 
: Mar.  17  b/ 
:Feb.29 
.March  17 

:  1,000 
:  bushels 

:  1,000 
:  bushels 

:  37,693 
:  16,908 
:  5,756 
618 

:  66,835 
:  7,426 
:  2,541 
1,190 

:  65,935 
:  8,360 
:  2,939 
:  811 

:  34,096 
:    3  , 83  6 
:  1,286 
:  736 

:  44,717 
:    4 , 247 
:  525 
:  83 

Total  above 

60.975 

:  77.992 

1  78.045 

:  39.954 

:  49.572 

Import s- 
United  States   

12,011 
14.102 

19,971 
,  14.952 

24 , 662 
14.257 

Feb.  29 
Feb.  29 

11,831 
5.539 

8,439 
6t005 

Total  above  : 
imports   

26,113 

34.923 

38.919 

17.370 

14.444 

FLAXSEED:     Exports  from  Argentina  and  India  in  their  current  season 

Count  rv  : 

1925  : 

1926 

1927     :Jan.l  to  : 

1927 

1928 

37,821 

65.866 

e/73. 560 '  March  17c/: 

19.709  : 

22.227 

1924-25  . 

1925-26: 

1526-27 iitor.l  to  : 

1926-27  : 

1927-28 

Baadia  f/   : 

14,842  : 

12,326. 

7,  67  5:  March  17b/ i 

7,430  : 

8,525 

Amount  rer>ortei 


a/  Official  figures  September-November ;  trade  figures  December  to  date, 
b/  Official  figures  through  December;  trade  figures  January  1  to  date,     cf  Trade 
figures,     d/  Export  year  beginning  January  1.     e/  Official  figures  January- 
November;  trade  figures  for  December,     f /  Export  year  beginning  April  1. 


0 


F.S. 
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Washington 
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1  B  R  A 

V  FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  FLAX  AND  FLAXSEED  v 

„  V?''                                                       0  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMIC*  H 

^*   '  I,        —  J 


ARGENTINE  gLAXSKSD  CROP  AND  APRIL  ESTIMATE  OF  EXPORTABLE  SURPLUS 


The  exportable  surplus  of  Argentine  flaxseed  on  April  12  was  only 
4,134,000  bushels  above  the  surplus  at  the  same  time  last  year,  while  pro- 
duction for  the  season  is  estimated  to  be  10,353,000  bushels  higher, ^accord- 
ing to  a  cable  to  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econ-^ 
omics  from  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture  giving  official  esti- 
mates.    Exports  from  Argentina  continue  greater  than  those  of  the  past  two 
years  although  prices  are  higher  than  in  1926  and  1927. 

The  final  estimate  of  Argentine  flaxseed  production  is  79,444,000 
bushels.    Although  this  is  below  the  earlier  estimates  of  85,030,000  and 
81,216,000  bushels  it  is  15  per  cent  above  last  year's  crop  , of  69,091,000 
bushels  and  still  constitutes  a  record  crop,  the  previous  record  being  the 
crop  of  1925-26  when  75,113,000  bushels  were  produced.     The  production  for 
18  countries  reported,  which  includes  all  important  producers  except  India, 
is  now  144,414,000  bushels  compared  with  124,954,000  bushels  produced  by 
the  same  countries  in  1926  and  137,9^4,000  in  1925-    The  official  estimate 
of  the  India  crop  is  not  expected  until  June,  but  according  to  a  trade  re- 
port the  crop  promises  to  be  slightly  larger  than  last  year. 

The  official  estimate  of  exportable  surplus  of  Argentine  flaxseed 
according  to  the  cable  of  April  19  was  42,793,000  bushels  compared  with 
a  surplus  of  38,659,000  bushels  on  April  12,  1927  and  47 ,,163  ,  000  bushels 
on  April  9,  1926,  the  year  of  the  former  record  crop.     Imports  from  January  1 
to  March  31,  1928  amounted  to  25,814,000  bushels  compared  with  23,514,000 
bushels  to  April  2  last  year,  according  to  a  trade  journal.  Official 
figures  of  exports  for  the  first  three  months  of  1927  were  22,053,000 
bushels  and  for  1926  were  20,503,000  bushels.     Exports  have  thus  been  moving 
out  rapidly  so  that  the  surplus  although  above  that  of  the  same  time  last 
ypar  is  below  the  surplus  of  April  9,   1926  when  the  production  for  the  year 
was  4,331,000  bushels  less. 

Exports  from  Argentina  to  the  United  States  for  the  first  three 
months  of  1928  were  approximately  1  million  bushels  below  those  of  the 
seme  time  last  year  and  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  approximately 
550,000  bushels  lower,  according  to  trade  statistics.     However,  these 
decreases  were  more  than  offset  by  increased  shipments  to  the  Continent  of 
Europe  and  by  shipments  on  order.     Comparative  figures  on  Argentina  flaxseed 
distribution  are  shown  on  the  following  page. 
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Prices  of  flaxseed  in  Buenos  Aires  rose  steadily  during  March 
and  maintained  a  weekly  average  of  $1.68  T>er  "bushel  fron  the  fourth 
week  of  March  through  the  second  week  of  April  in  spite  of  a  record 
production  this  season.    The  average  price  for  April  1927  was  v>1.58 
per  bushel  and  for  1926  was  $1.55  per  bushel.    The  margin  of  the  Minne- 
apolis price  over  that  of  Buenos  Aires  is  below  the  corresponding  margin 
of  the  last  two  years. 


3PLAXS3ED:    Crop  distribution  in  Argentina  on  April  12 
for  the  years  1926-1928 


Item 

!  1926 

!  1927 

!  1928 

Home  consumption  and  seed  ! 

Exportable  surplus,  April  12  . .  , 

1.000  bushels 

lt000  bushels 

:1T000  bushels 

1,626 
75,113 

7,480 
20,503 
47 , 163 

3,457 
69,091 

7,480  : 
22,053 
38,659 

!  a/ 

79,444 
b/  7,480 
c/  25,814 

:  '  42,793 

Official  sources  except  as  otherwise  noted. 

3,/  No  official  estimate  of  carryover  has  been  received.     Since  reports  for 
1927  exceeded  production  and  carryover,  the  carryover  for  1928  is  believed 
to  have  been  negligible, 
b/  Assumed  to  be  eoual  t©  last  year. 

cf  Trade  figure.    The  corresponding  trade  figure  for  1927  was  23,514,000 
bushels . 
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FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  ELAX  AND  FLAXSEED 

.«*    r 

vVv\  S  FLAXSEED  SITUATION  IN  MAY.  192S 


The  production  of  flaxseed  in  1927  in  19  countries .which  in  1926 
accounted  for  99  per  cent  of  the  estimated  world  total  exclusive  of  China, 
is  estimated  at  158,421,000  bushels  or  12.2  per  cent  above  the  141,234,000 
bushels  produced  by  the  same  countries  in  1926,  according  to  the  Foreign 
Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.     The  total  cited  includes 
all  of  the  important  producing  countries.    The  last  country  to  report  was 
India  where,  due  to  unfavorable  leather,  production  dropped  13.7  per  cent 
for  1927-28  as  against  1926-2?. 

tsum- 
;ent 

of  flaxseed  available  for  export  in  Argentina.    Prices  increased  in  May  in 
Buenos  Aires,  Winnipeg  and  Minneapolis,  continuing  the  upward  movement  which 
has  prevailed  since  November,  in  the  face  of  decreased  prices  for  linseed 
oil  in  the  United  States.    An  important  factor  in  the  strong  market  for  seed 
is  the  continental  European  demand  for  oil  meal  for  livestock  feeding-  The 
Argentine  flaxseed  exports  to  continental  Europe  are  larger  than  usual  and 
at  higher  prices. 

United  States  imports  in  the  present  season  have  been  smaller  than 
last  season,  amounting  to  only  11,808,000  bushels  for  the  period  September 
1  to  April  30  of  this  season  compared  with  16,288,000  bushels  during  the 
same  period  last  season.     Imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  up  to  April  were 
below  the  previous  season,  but  figures  for  that  month  brought  the  total  im- 
ports from  September  to  April  30  up  to  9,474,000  bushels  compared  with 
9,143,000  bushels  for  the  same  months  last  season.     Continental  European 
imports  are  well  above  last  season.    Total  exports  from  four  princlPaJ 
exporting  countries  are  above  those  of  recent  years,  amounting  to  6^,820,000 
bushels  from  September  1  through  May  19  compared  with  57,672,000  bushels  dur- 
ing the  same  time  last  year.     Canadian  exports,  which  are  included  m  the 
foregoing  totals,  are  reported  only  to  April  30. 

Product  ion 

Of  the  five  leading  flaxseed  producing  countries,  increases  in  the 
1927  crops  compared  with  those  of  1926  were  reported  for  Argentina,  United 
States  and  Russia  while  Canada  and  India  reported  decreases-     Acreage  and 
production  totals  for  1927  with  earlier  years  for  comparison  are  shown  m 
the  table  on  page-  4.    Production  of  flaxseed  in  India  for  the  1927-28 
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season  is  officially  estimated  at  14,05*1,000  bushels,  according  to  a 
cable  to  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau,  of  Agricultural  Economics  from 
the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture,  against  the  final  estimate  of 
1926-27  when  16,280,000  bushels  were  produced.     Early  reports  for  the  pres- 
ent season  were  favorable  and  an  early  trade  estimate  had  placed  the  crop 
above  that  of  last  year.    Weather  during  the  latter  part  of  April  was  un- 
favorable, however,  and  heavy  damage  which  was  reported  for  some  districts 
reduced  the  yield  considerably.    The  final  estimate  of  the  Argentine  crop 
is  79,444,000  bushels  compared  with  the  earlier  estimate  of  81,216,000 
bushels  and  a  1926  crop  of  69,091,000  bushels.     (See  Foreigh  Service  release, 
FF-24,  April  24,  1928.)    (The  1927  crop  of  Czechoslovakia  is  now  placed  at 
371,000  bushels  compared  with  331,000  in  1926. 

Stocks 

Commercial  stocks  in  the  United  States  as  of  May  26,  1928  are 
1,093,000  bushels,  or  303,000  bushels  below  Stocks  at  the  same  time  last 
year,  although  in  November  1927,  when  the  peak  of  holdings  for  this  season 
in  the  United  States  was  reached,  these  stocks  were  3,395,000  bushels  above 
those  of  1926.     Stocks  in  the  Western  Grain  Division  of  Canada  are  also  be- 
low those  of  1927,  which  placed  the  commercial  stocks  reported  in  North 
America  the  fourth  week  in  May  at  3,402,000  bushels,  or  673,000  bushels 
below  those  of  the  same  time  last  year.     See  table,  page  4.    The  exportable 
surplus  of  flaxseed  in  Argentina  was  officially  estimated  on  April  19  at 
42,793,000  bushels,  compared  with  the  estimate  of  38,659,000  bushels  on 
April  12,  1927.     Subtracting  from  these  estimates  the  trade  estimates  of 
exports  to  Hay  19,  there  remained  on  May  19  a  surplus  of  about  37,878  ,000 
bushels,  compared  with  28,298,000  bushels  remaining  at  the  corresponding 
tine    last  year.     See  table,  page  4. 

Exports  and  imports 

Exports  so  far  as  reported  for  the  four  chief  exporting  countries 
from  September  1  to  May  19  were  8.9  per  cent  larger  than  during  the  same 
period  last  year.    Argentina  exported  56,951,000  bushels  during  this  period 
this  year  compared  with  50,290,000  bushels  during  the  corresponding  period 
last  year.     Since  the  beginning  of  the  current  season  on  January  1,  however, 
Argentine  exports  have  been  slightly  below  those  of  last  season,  amounting 
to  34,098,000  bushels  compared  with  35,426,000  bushels  from  January  1  to 
May  21,  1927.     Exports  from  India  were  above  those  of  last  season  from  Sept- 
ember 1  to  April  1,  but  have  declined  since  the  beginning  of  the  India  sea- 
son on  April  1,  and  from  April  1  to  May  19  were  671,000  bushels  compared 
with  937,000  bushels  during  the  same  time  last  year.     Canada  and  Russia 
show  decreased  exports  from  September  1  into  May  compared  with  those  of 
last  season. 
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Imports  into  the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  from  Sept- 
ember 1  to  April  30f  1928  were  21,282,000  "bushels  compared  with  imports 
of  25,431,000  bushels  during  the  same  time  last  year.     The  decrease  is 
due  to  decreased  imports  into  the  United  States  which  were  29,8  per  cent 
under  those  of  the  same  months  last  year.     Imports  into  the  United  King- 
dom from  September  1  through  April  were  3.6  per  cent  larger  than  during 
that  period  last  season.    Large  increases  in  the  imports  into  countries  of 
continental  Europe  have  offset  the  decrease  in  United  States  imports. 
Total  flaxseed  imports  into  Netherlands ,  Germany,  Belgium  and  France  from 
September  ly  192?  as  far  as  reported  to  date  amounted  to  28,036,000  bush- 
els compared  with  imports  of  17,494,000  bushels  during  the  same  period  last 
year.     See  table,  page  5. 

Prices 

Flaxseed  prices  in  Minneapolis,  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires,  three 
important  markets,  advanced  considerably  during  April  and  May  1928.  The 
average  for  the  first  four  weeks  of  May  was  above  the  May  average  of  the 
two  preceding  years,  with  the  exception  of  the  Winnipeg  price  in  1927, 
which  equaled  the  present  average.    The  average  of  S2.46  per  bushel  in 
Minneapolis  for  the  first  four  weeks  of  May  1928  is  higher  than  any  month- 
ly average  at  Minneapolis  since  January  1926.    The  margin  of  Minneapolis 
price  over  that  of  Buenos  Aires  since  the  beginning  of  the  season  in 
September,  which  had  remained  below  the  corresponding  margin  of  recent 
years,  reached  a  level  in  May  higher  than  any  margin  since  May  1926  with 
the  exception  of  January  1927,  when  the  margin  equaled  the  present  one. 

The  May  1928  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price  over  that  of  Winni- 
peg is  the  highest  reached  since  March  1926.     See  table,  page  6,  for 
weekly  average  prices  January  through  May  1928.    For  monthly  average 
prices  per  bushel  in  four  important  markets,  September  1924  to  December 
1927,  see  Foreign  Service  release,  FF-22,  March  13,  1928. 
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FLAX:    Acreage  and  seed  production  in  countries  reporting 
for  1927,  acerage  1909-1913,  annual  1924-1927 


:Average 

;  ; 

:  Per  cent 

Country  a/ 

:  1909- 

;  1925  : 

1925 

.  1926 

:  1927 

:  1927  is 

:  1913 

i  * 

:  of  1926 

ACREAGE 

:  1,000 

'  1,000  : 

1,000 

!  1,000 

1,000 

!  Per  cent 

:  acres 

acres  : 

acres 

acres 

!  ac  re  s 

Coun. producing  seed  only  (6) 

:  7,772 

11,265: 

10,362 

10,545 

:  10,668 

101.2 

Countries  producing  seed  and 

• 

• 

fiber,  (19)   

4t005: 

5TU2 

5r294. 

,  5,454 

103.0 

{  12,012 

15,270: 

15 T 474 

15,839 

16.122 

101.8 

3,019: 

2,918 

2,723 

2,649, 

97.3 

3 , 695 ; 

3,596: 

3,348. 

:  15t870: 

19,034: 

19.155: 

19  j  2  50 

SEED  PRODUCTION 

!  1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  • 

1,000 

1,000  . 

Per  cent 

:  "bushels : 

bushels  sbushels : 

bushels ; 

bushels  i 

45,084: 

75,113, 

69,091, 

79,444: 

115.0 

Other  N.and  S.America,  (3)... 

:  32,534! 

42,783: 

39,987, 

2r-s300 

33,515. 

122.8 

20,040: 

16,030' 

15,280 

14,054 

86.3 

356: 

416 

331 

371; 

112,1 

23T57Bs 

22.478 

'  2S.232 

31,037! 

109.9 

:110T371. 

131^841: 

154.074 

141.234 

158.421 

112.2 

:111.187s 

'132,667: 

155 . 174 : 

142.035 

Official  sources  and  International  Institute  of  Agriculture. 

a/  Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  the  number  of  countries  included. 


FLAXSEED:     Stocks  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  at  specified 
times  in  1927-28  and  corresponding  dates  in  1926-27 


Month  and  week  !  United  States  a/  L  Canada  b/  

 :  1926-27  :  1927 -2e   .  :  1926-27  {  1927-28 

:  1,000  :  1,000       !  1,000  !  1,000 

J  bushels  !  bushels   :  bushels  5  bushels 

September,  1st  week  c/  :           584  !  583       :  2,026  :  1,496 

November,  2nd  week  d/  i  3,764  :  7,159      :  2,372  :  2,115 

January,  1st  week  :  2,684  :  4,051      :  3,243  :  2,831 

April,  4th  week  :        1,834  :  1,691      :  3,005  :  2,809 

May.  4th  week  :  1T396  :  1.093       :  2.679  :  2.3Q9 


Commercial  stocks  in  store  in  principal  United  States  markets  for  week  ending 
Saturday,     b/  Stocks  in  store  in  Canadian  Western  Grain  Division  cn  Friday  of 
week  n-»ted.     cf  Beginning  of  season,     d/  Peak  of  holdings  in  United  States. 


FLAXSEED:    Exportable  surplus  and  exports  from  Argentina  for  the 
current  season  beginning  January  1,  1927  and  1926 


Year 

Exports  a/           '.Exportable  surplus  a/ 

.  Exports  to  Mav  19  b/ 

Jan.   1  to  : 1.000  bu.   :  Date 

1,000  bu. 

Fro  m 

1.000  "bu. 

1927   

1928   

April  11  :  26,417      ;  April  12 
_ April  18  :  29.183      :  April  19 

38,659 
42,793 

.  April  12 

April  19 

11,361 
4.915 

a/  Official  estimates,     b/  Trade  estimates. 
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FLAXSEED:     International  trade  of  important  importing  and 
exporting  countries,  year  beginning  September  1,  1924-25 

to  1927-28 


'            Trade  for  year 
Country            :    beginning  September  1 

:  Trade  in  current  s< 
:     dates  indicated,  ? 
:  comparison 

?ason  to 
.'ith 

:  1924-25  :  1925-26 

;  1926-27 

:Sept. 1  to 

:  1926-27 

EXPORTS            :     1,000    :  1,000 
I  bushels  :  bushels 

:  1,000 
:  bushels 

:  May  19 
:  May  19  c/ 
:  April  30 
:  May  19 

J  1,000 
:  bushels 

:  1,000 
:  bushels 

•  • 

Russia  and  Danube  d/  ;        613     :  1,190 

:  65,935 
:  8,360 
:  2,939 
:  811 

: a/50 ,290 
:  5,060 
:  1,511 
:  811 

'b/56,951 

628 

83 

Total  above  exports:  60,975    :  77,992 

:  78.045 

:     57 . 672 

62.820 

United   St.^tPQ                  »    19  mi      ;    in  oti 

»  24,bb2 
:    14  r  257 

April  oO 
April  30 

>      lb ,  </oo  i 

i      9 . 143 : 

11,808 
9.474 

Total  imports,  2      :  : 

,  38.919 

25.431: 

21  PAP 

CONTINENT           :  ■ 
Netherlands   :     9,990     :  14,163  - 

12,156 
13,767  : 
3,439  : 
6,953  : 

April  30 
March  31  : 
March  31  : 
Dec.  31  : 

7,053: 
6,237: 
1,506: 
2.698: 

11,346 
11,180 

2,683 
2.82? 

Total  4  continental:                !  : 

36.315  : 

17.494: 

23.036 

Total  above  imports:  54.448     :  71  914  : 

75.234  : 

42.925: 

49.318 

FLAXSEED:     Exports  from  Argentina  and  India  in  their  export 

seasons,  1925-28/ 


Country 

:  1925 

:  1926 

:  1927 

:  Jan.  1  to 

■  1927 

:  1928 

Argentina  e/   

:  1,000 

:  bushels 

:  1,000 
.  bushels 

1,000 
bushels 

.  May  19 

,  1,000 
.bushels 

:  1,000 

-bushels 

37.821 

65T866 

73 , 923 

a/35,426 

b/34t098 

1925-26  ! 

1926-27  i 

1927-28  , 

Aptil  1  to 

1927-28 

1928-29 

India  f/   

12.326 

7.675 

c/  8.866 

Mav  19  d/ 

937  . 

£71 

Official  sources  except  as  otherwise  noted. 

a/  Official  figures  through  April  50,  trade  figures  to  date,     b/  Official  fig- 
ures through  April  18,  trade  figures  to  date,     c/  Official  figures  through 
February  28,  trade  figures  to  date,     d/  Trade  figures,     e/  Export  year  beginning 
January  1.     f/  Export  year  beginning  April  1, 
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FLAXSEED:    Weekly  average  price  per  "bushel  in  specified  markets  in  1928 
(in  dollars;  per  buehel  of  56  pounds) 


'  Winnipeg 

•Minneapolis 

:  Buenos 

; Margin  of  Minneapolis 

Month  »ri(i  wppIt 

•           A  rpo 
Ail  "o 

:  price 

ov  er 

;       No.  1 

:      Ho .  1 

*            pari  \r 

*  Winnipeg 

:  Puenos 

•  HUP 

:  Aires 

o ar.uary— 

•  Dollars 

.  Dollars 

•  Dollars 

Cent  s 

;  Cents 

1st  week   

.  :  1.81 

i->  in 

:      2. 18 

:      1. 60 

!  37 

i  58 

2nd  week   

:  2.24 

!  .1.61 

f  41 

;  63 

.  \  v.  J      Try          .  1  — 

■           n     r~i  a 

o  no 

:      2 .  c Jo 

;      l .  bo 

r  44 

}  63 

J        <d.  24 

;      i.  be 

;  41 

(  62 

£  c  u  i  ufi^ry — 

• 

1  nf     r~r  <riO  Vr- 

«           1  i 

C  .  CO  i 

1 .  bio  , 

42 

5  63 

•             1     Q'Z  t 

43 

!  63 

C,  ,u  t  < 

X .  D  X 

44 

!  66 

•              T      Q  c  , 

1  C9 

x ,  be; 

42 

65 

Hp  r  pVi  — 

«  j 
• 

1  c  t"    rro  olr- 

•  1   ac  i 

•  l,ob  J 

1,  CI  ■ 

42  : 

s       67  * 

2Tlfi  Wool'" 

t         l.oo  « 

1    C^  ' 

42 

67 

3rd  wppV 

'        1    q?  < 

X.  CD  ■ 

41  : 

57 

•          1  • 

t      i .  yo  > 

ci»0  f  i 

X  .  DO  ' 

44  : 

69 

«          1     Ql  « 
•         1.  '  1  J 

X.  DO  < 

43  J 

66 

:  1.92 

2.36  : 

1.68  i 

44  : 

68 

•        1 .  yo  J 

X  .  DO  t 

40  : 

65 

:      1.94  i 

2.36  : 

1.70  : 

42  : 

66 

:      1,96  : 

2,38  i 

1.70  : 

42  : 

68 

May- 

:      1.98  : 

2.44  : 

1.73  : 

46  : 

71 

:      2.01  : 

2,49  i 

1.72  : 

48  i 

77 

:      2.00  : 

2.46  : 

1.73  ; 

46  : 

73 

4th  week   

2.02  : 

2.46  : 

1.74  : 

44  : 

72 

Compiled  from  Minneapolis:    Average  of  daily  prices  weighted  by  carlot  sales 
compiled  from  Minneapolis  "Daily  Market  Record".     Winnipeg :     Canada  Grain 
Statistics,  Canada  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  and  Hew  York  "Journal  cf 
Commerce".     Buenos  Aires:    New  York  "Journal  of  Commerce".     For  monthly  aver- 
age prices  per  bushel  in  four  important  markets,  September  1924  to  December 
1927,  see  Foreign  Service  release  FF-22,  March  13,  1928. 
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FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  FLAX  AND  FLAXSEED 


FLAXSEED  SITUATION  IN  JUNE.  1928 


Flaxseed  prices  decreased  in  June  in  Buenos  Aires,  Y/innipeg  and 
Minneapolis  after  having  maintained  a  steady  upward  movement  from 
November  through  May,  according  to  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics.     The  decline  is  partially  attributed  by  the 
trade  to  a  falling  off  in  demand  for  linseed  cake  in  European  countries* 
and  large  reserves  of  seed  held  by  buyers,  but  there  is  a  tendency  tfoffard 
a  seasonal  decline  in  flax  prices  about  this  time.    Flaxseed  stocks  in 
North  America  continue  to  move  rapidly  into  consuming  channels  and  on 
June  23  were  27.9  per  cent  below  those  of  the  same  time  last  year.  In 
the  United  States  the  decrease  compared  with  last  year  was  45.7  per 
cent,  while  Canada  reports  a  decrease  of  15.7  per  cent. 

United  States  imports  for  the  season  continue  below  those  of 
last  "ear.     Imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  which  were  low  during  the 
beginning  of  the  season,  have  increased  and  for  the  period  September  1 
to  May  31  were  3  per  cent  above  those  for  the  same  period  last  year. 
Continental  European  imports  continued  heavy  during  April,  but  have 
been  reported  as  declining  since  then.    Total  exports  from  four  principal 
exporting  countries,  although  above  those  of  recent  years,  are  not  main- 
taining the  lead  shown  earlier  in  the  season.     Exports  from  September  1 
to  June  16  were  7  per  cent  above  those  for  the  same  period  last  year 
while  from  September  1  to  May  19  the  increase  amounted  to  8.9  per  cent. 


■l : 
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Stocks 

Commercial  stocks  in  the  United  States  continue  to  decrease.  On 
June  23  they  were  778,000  "bushels  or  655,000  bushels  below  stocks  at  the 
same  time  last  year  while  on  May  26  they  were  only  303,000  bushels  below 
those  of  the  corresponding  date  last  year.     Stocks  in  the  Western  Grain 
Division  of  Canada  are  also  below  those  of  last  year  and  the  commercial 
stocks  reported  in  North  America  the  fourth  week  in  June  amounted  to 
2,532,000  bushels  compared  with  3,513,000  "bushels  at  the  same  time  last 
year.    See  table  page  4.    Argentine  flaxseed  is  now  moving  at  a  rate 
slightly  under  that  of  this  time  last  year.    The  latest  official  estimate 
of  the  exportable  surplus  of  Argentine  flaxseed  is  that  of  April  19  when 
the  surplus  was  estimated  at  42,793,000  bushels  compared  with  a  surplus  of 
38,659,000  bushels  on  April  12,  1927.    Subtracting  from  these  estimates 
the  trade  estimates  of  exports  to  June  16,  there  remained  on  that  date 
a  surplus  of  about  32,961,000  bushels,  compared  with  21,698,000  bushels 
remaining  at  the  corresponding  time  last  year  or  a  difference  of  11,263,000 
bushels.    Argentine  production  this  year  was  10,353,000  bushels  greater 
than  last  year.     See  table  page  4. 

Exports  and  imports 

Exports  as  far  as  reported  for  the  four  chief  exporting  countries 
from  September  1  to  June  16  were  7  per  cent  larger  than  during  the  same 
period  last  season  but  are  not  maintaining  as  great  a  lead  over  last  year 
as  was  shown  earlier  in  the  season.    Argentina  exported  61,868,000 
bushels  during  this  period  this  season  compared  with  55,890,000  bushels 
during  the  same  time  last  year.     Since  the  beginning  of  the  current 
Argentine  season  in  January,  however,  exports  have  been  2,011,000 
bushels  below  those  of  the  same  period  last  year.     Exports  from  India, 
which  were  high  from  September  through  March  declined  with  the  beginning 

of  the  new  Indian  season  on  April  1  and  from  April  1  to  June  16  were 
1,514,000  bushels  compared  with  1,914,000  bushels  exported  during  the 
same  time  last  season.    The  reduced  exports  are  probably  partially  at 
least  the  result  of  the  smaller  crop  of  the  present  season.    Exports  from 
Russia  and  Canada  since  the  beginning  of  the  season  in  September  have 
been  below  those  of  the  previous  season. 

Imports  into  the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  from 
September  1  to  May  31  amounted  to  24,985,000  bushels  compared  with 
29,346,000  bushels  for  the  same  time  last  year.    The  decrease  is  accounted 
for  by  a  decrease  of  29  per  cent  in  imports  into  the  United  States  for 
the  period  as  compared  with  imports  during  the  same  months  last  season. 
Imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  through  May  weire  3.2  per  cent  larger 
than  during  that  period  last  season.     Imports  into  Continental  Europe 
■for  the  present  season  have  been  large  and  have  offset  to  a  large  ex- 
tent the  decreased  takings  of  the  United  States-     Imports  into  Netherlands, 
.Belgium  and  Germany  from  September  1  through  April  30  and  to  France  from 
September  through  December  amount  ed  to  30,272,000  bushels  or  53.2  per 
cent  above  the  amount  imported  during  the  corresponding  periods  last 
season.     The  large  demand  in  Continental  Europe  was  attributed  partially  to 
the  demand  for  linseed  meal  as  livestockfeed.     This  demand  is  reported 
to  be  falling  off  and  shipments  to  have  dropped  accordingly.     See  tables 
page  5  . 
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Prices 

Flaxseed  prices  in  Minneapolis,  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires  dropped 
in  June  after  having  maintained  a  steady  upward  tendency  since  November 
1927.    High  prices  in  recent  months  in  the  face  of  larger  supplies  of 
Argentine  flaxseed  and  low  linseed  oil  prices  have  been  ^maintained 
largely  by  the  Continental  European  demand  for  cake  and  rre  al  as  livestock 
feed.    This  factor  has  now  become  less  significant.    According  to  a  trade 
paper  the  continent,  after  heavy  initial  purchases,  has  failed  to  maintain 
the  early  promise  and  shipments  are  becoming  smaller.     Due  to  large 
reserves  held  by  seed  buyers  and  the  weakness  of  oil  values,  the  tendency 
of  prices  has  been  to  decline.     The  average  price  in  Winnipeg  and  Buenos 
Aires  for  the  first  four  reeks  of  June  was  about  equal  to  the  June  average 
of  last  year  and  above  that  of  June  1926.    Prices  in  Minneapolis  ttere 
above  the  June  average  of  1927  and  1926.    The  margin  of  the  Minneapolis 
price  over  those  of  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires  was  above  the  June  average 
for  the  last  three  years.     See  table  page  6t  for  weekly  average  prices, 
January  through  June  1928.     For  monthly  average  prices  per  bushel  in 
four  important  markets,  September  1924  to  December  1927  see  Foreign 
Service  Release,  FF-22,  March  13,  1928. 

No  revised  figures  of  1927  acreage  and  production  have  been  re- 
ceived since  the  May  review.    The  total  production  for  19  countries  re- 
ported, remains  at  158V42 1,000  bushels  compared  with  141,234,000  bushels 
produced  by  the  same  countries  in  1926  and  a  1926  estimated  world  total 
of  142,035,000  bushels.     See  Foreign  Service  Release,  FF-25,  June  11, 
1928. 

The  1928  flax  crop  in  Canada  appears  to  be  about  average  in  con- 
dition the  last  of  June,  according  to  a  report  of  the  Manitoba  Free 
Press.     Conditions  are  said  to  be  fair  to  good  in  Manitoba  and 
Saskatchewan,  but  the  crop  is  small  in  Alberta. 
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FLAX:    Acreage  and  seed  production  in  countries  reporting  for 
1927,  average  1909-1915,  annual  1924-1927 


Country  a/ 

:  Average 
:  1909- 
:  1913 

!  1924 

:  1925 

:     192  6 

:  1927 

:Per  cent 
:1927  is 
:of  1926 

ACREAGE 
Coun.  producing  seed  onL 

Coun.  producing  seed  and 
fiber  (19)  ... 

:  1,000 

:  acres 

r 

11,597 

:  4.240: 

:  1,000 

:  ac  re  s 

:  14,960 
•  4T005 

:  1,000 
:  acres 

:  13,958 

:  5.112 

:  1,000 

:  ac  re  s 

:  13,893 

:  5f294, 

:  1,000 

:  acres 

:  14,020 

!  5T454 

;Per  cent 

:  100.9 
!  103.0 

Total  reported  (26) 
Estimated  "or Id  total  ... 

!  15.837: 

18 t 965: 

19,070 

:  19.187 

:  19,474: 

101.5 

15  r  870: 

19 t 034 

19 r 155 

!  19t250: 

SEED  PRODUCTION  j 
North  and  South  America 

(4)   ■ 

Other  countries  (15)  ..„: 

Total  reported  (19) 
Estimated  world  total  ..: 

1,000  : 

"bushels  ! 

1,000  . 

bushels : 

!  1,000  : 

bushels , 

1,000  : 

bushels: 

1,000  : 

bushels : 

Per  cent 

117,2 
101.4 

63,651: 
46.720: 

87,867: 

43^974: 

115,100: 
38,974: 

96,391: 
44 r 843: 

112,959: 
45 t 462: 

110.371:131t841: 

154 r 074: 

141,254: 

158t421: 

112.2 

111.187:132.667: 

155.174  : 

142.035: 

<  xi.        »~«**wco  aim  iiiuernaT-ionaj.  institute  oi  Agriculture, 
a/  Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  the  number  of  countries  included. 

FLAXSEED:     Stocks  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  at  specified 
times  in  1927-28  and  corresponding  dates  in  1926-27 


Month  and  week 


September,  1st  weekc/  ... 
November,  2nd  week  d /. . . . 

January,  1st  week  ,  

June.  4th  week 


United  States  a/ 


1926-27 


1,000 

bushels 
584 
3,764 
2,684 
1.433 


1927-28 


1,000 
bushels 
583 
7,159 
4,051 
778 


Canada  b/ 


1926-27 


1,000 
bushels 
2,026 
2,372 
3,243 
2.080 


1927-28 


1,000 
bushels 
1,496 
2,115 
2,831 
1,754 


a/  Commercial  stocks  in  store  in  principal  United  States  markets  at  the 
close  of  the  week  ending  Saturday,     b/  Stocks  in  store  in  Canadian  Western 
Grain  Division  on  Friday  of  week  noted,     c/  Beginning  of  season,    d/  Peak 
of  holdings  in  the  United  States. 

FLAXSEED:    Exportable  surplus  and  exports  from  Argentina  for  the 
current  season  beginning  January  1,  1927 'and  1928 


Year 

:         Exports  a/ 

Exportable  surplus  a/        orts  to  June  16  b/ 

-Jan.  1  to 

1T000  bu. 

Date 

:  1.000  bu. :  From 

:  1.000  bu. 

1927 
1928 

:  April  11 
April  18  : 

26,417  : 
'    29,183  : 

April  12 
April  19  : 

!    38,669     t  April  12  , 
42,793     :  April  19  ! 

16,961 
9,832 

a/  Official  estimates,     b/  Trade  estimate 


,1  '  .  ^" 

r        ' ' 

r,.. 
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FLAXSEED;     International  trade  of  important  importing  and  exporting 
countries,  year  beginning  September  1,  1924-25  to 
1927*28 


:         Trade  for  year        :  Trade  in  current  season  to 
:    beginning  Sept  ember  1:  dates  indicated  with  corn- 
Count  ry   :  parisons  

.  :  1924-25: 192 5-26: 1936-27: Sept.  1  to:  192  6-27  :  1927-28 

:  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  :    1,000    :  1,000 

EXPORTS  : bushels : bushels: bushels:  ; bushels     :  bushels 

Argentina  :  37,693:  66,835:  65t935:June  16      :a/55,890  :b/61,868 

India   :  16,908:    7,426:    8,360:June  16  c/:      5,995  :  6,135 

Canada  :    5,756:    2,541;    2,939:May  31        :      1,891::  1,016 

Russia  and  Danube  d/;        618:     1.190:        811: June  16      i         811::  83 

Tat.ll  above  exports:  60.975:  77T992:  78,045:  :     64t587   !  69.102 

IMPORTS  :  :  :  :  :  : 

United  States   :  12,011:  19,971:  24,662:May  31       :    18,664  :  13,964 

United  Kingdom  ;  14,102:  14,952:  14T257:May31        :    10.682::  11.021 

Total  2  countries     :  26,113:  34.925:  38t919:  :    29t346  :  24,985 

Continent  :  :  ■  :  :  : 

Netherlands   :     9,990:  14,163:  12, 156: April  30    :      7,053  :  11,346 

Germany   :     8,876:  12,445:  13 ,767  :April  30    :      8,009  :  13,208 

Belgium  :    3,396:    3,597:    3,439:April  30    :      1,994  :  2,891 

?rance   ;     6.075:     6t786:     6T953:Dec.  31      :      2t698  :  2.827 

Total  4  continental:  :  :  :  :  : 

countries   :  28.335:  36f991;  36.515:  :     19r754  :  30,272 

Total  above  imports:  54T448:  71.914:  75.254:  :    49,100  :  55t257 


'LAXSEED:     Exports  from  Argentina  and  India  in  their  export  seasons, 

1925-1928 


Country 

:  1925 

!  1926 

:     1927      :  Period      :  1927 

:  1928 

Argentina  e/ 
India  f  /  

r\-r  .c-i  _.:'->   

1,000 

bushels 
37.821 

1,000 

.  bushels 
65.866 

:     1,000    :     1            :  1,000 
:  bushels  :  Jan.l  to  :  bushels 
•     75.923   :  June  16  :a/41f02e 

:  1,000 
•  bushels 
b<3g.TG15 

1925-26  ! 

1926-27 

1927-28  :  Apr.   1  to:  1927-28  ; 

1928  -29 

12T326  , 

7,675  . 

8.900  :  June  16  c /      1.914  : 

lt514 

Official  sources  except  as  otherwise  noted, 
a/  Official  figures  through  April  30,  trade  figures  to  date,     b/  Official 
figures  through  April  18,  trade  figures  to  date,    c/  Official  figures  through 
April  30,  trade  figures  to  date,     d/  Trade  figures,     e/  E^orts  vear  begin- 
ning January  1.     f/  Export  year  beginning  April  1. 
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FLAXSEED:    Weekly  average  price  per  "bushel  in  specified  markets  in 

1928     (In  dollars  per  "bushel  of  56  pounds) 


Month  and  week 

'  Winnipeg 

:  Minneapolis  ! 

Buenos 
Ai  re  s 

.Margin  of  Minneapolis 
:         price  over 

Ho.  1 
H.W.C. 

No.  1 
N.W.C. 

4/o  early 
delivery 

Winnipeg 

Buenos 
Aires 

January  -  : 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Cent  s 

Cents 

1st  week   

1,81 

:  2.18 

1.60 

:  37 

58 

2nd  V7eek  

1.83 

2.24  ! 

1.61 

I  41 

I  63 

3rd  week   

1.84 

!  2.28 

1.65  ; 

44  ! 

63 

4th  week   

1.83 

!          2.24  i 

1.62 

!  41 

I  62 

February  - 

1st  week   

1.83 

2.25 

1.62 

:  42 

:  63 

2nd  week   

1.83 

:  2.26 

1.63 

43  : 

:  63 

3rd  week   

1.83 

;         2.27  ! 

1.61 

:       44  ; 

!  66 

4th  week   

1.85 

:  2.27 

1.62 

!       42  : 

;  65 

March  - 

1st  week  ; 

1.86 

2.28  : 

1.61 

i  42 

!  67 

2nd  week   

1.88 

2.30 

1.63 

!       42  : 

:  67 

3rd  week   

1.92 

!  2.33 

1  1.66 

:  41 

!  67 

4th  week   

1.93 

t  2.37 

1,68  , 

1       44  : 

1  69 

5th  week  

1.91 

2.34 

1.68 

l  43 

I  66 

April  - 

1st  week   

:  1.92 

2.36 

1.68 

:  44 

:  68 

2nd  week   

1.93 

!          2.33  : 

1.68 

!  40 

5  65 

3rd  week   

1.94 

2.36 

1.70 

42 

!  66 

4th  week   

1.96 

:  2.38 

1,70 

42  i 

;  68 

May  - 

1st  week   

:  1.98 

2.44 

1.73 

:  46 

71 

2nd  week   

2.01 

:  2.49 

!          1.72  ! 

:      48  ! 

77 

3rd  week   

2.00 

I  2.46 

!  1,73 

;  46 

:  73 

4th  week   

:  2,02 

1  2.46 

;  1.74 

!  44 

:  72 

June  - 

1st  week  a/  .... 

i  2.00 

!  2.41 

1.72 

!  41 

69 

2nd  "eek   

:  2.00 

t  2.42 

1.72 

42  : 

:  70 

3rd  week   

:  1.99 

i  2.40 

!  1.70 

:       41  ! 

70 

4th  week   

:  1.96 

!  2.38 

1.68  , 

42  i 

70 

Compiled  from  Minneapolis ;     Average  of  daily  prices  weighted  by  car  lot  sales 
compiled  from  Minneapolis  "Daily  Market  Record".     Winnipeg;     Canada  Grain 
Statistics,  Canada  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  and  Hew  York  "Journal 
of  Commerce".    Buenos  Aires;    New  York  "Journal  of  Commerce".     For  monthly 
average  prices  per  bushel  in  four  important  markets,  September  1924  to 
December  1927,  see  Foreign  Service  release  FF-22  March  13,  1928, 


a/  Week  ending  June  2. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPABTMUNT  07  A£RICUI/TUBE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
&  Washington 

August  14,  1928 


F.S. 
FF-27 


a 

FQBEIC2I  HEWS  Oil  FLAX  ANB  FLAXSEED 


A 




*  "i*  x  BUREAU  0 

^     FLAXSEED  MABKCT  SITUATION  III  JULY  1926 

Flaxseed  prices  in  July  in  throe  important  markets,  Minneapolis, 
Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires,  continued  the  weakening  tendency  "begun  the 
middle  of  June,  according  to  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics.    As  previously  noted  there  is  a  tendency  toward  a 
seasonal  decline  in  flaxseed  prices  at  about  this  tine.    The  average 
price  for  the  first  four  weeks  of  July  1928  was  "below  the  July  average 
for  the  past  three  years  in  all  three  markets.    Prices  in  Minneapolis 
declined  rapidly  and  "by  the  fourth  reel:  of  July  had  reached  a  level  be- 
low that  of  the  first  week  of  January.     During  the  past  few  years  the 
market  has  shown  a  tendency  to  decline  or  remain  fairly  stationary  after 
the  entrance  of  the  new  Argentine  crop  on  January  1.    This  year,  however, 
an  upward  trend  begun  in  January  continued  until  late  in  June.    The  mar- 
gin of  the  Minneapolis  price  over  those  of  the  other  two  markets  dropped 
during  the  past  month.     Monthly  average  prices  from  January  to  June  and 
weekly  prices  for  July  of  the  current  year  will  be  found  on  page  3. 

Stocks  in  commercial  centers  of  Canada  and  the  United  States  con- 
tinue to  decline  and  on  July  28  amounted  to  only  1,912,000  bushels  com- 
pared with  2,889,000  bushels  at  the  same  time  last  year.     See  table, page 
3.     Exports  from  Argentina  are  belo,r  those  of  last  year  ai  1  stocks  avail- 
able for  export  are  high.    The  official  estimate  cf  exportable  surplus 
on  July  12  was  28,815,000  "bushels,  or  7,032,000  "bushels  above  the  estimate 
at  the  same  time  last  year.    Last  year's  estimate  was  about  9,000,000 
bushels  belop-  the  actual  exports  fron  then  to  the  end  of  the  season. 

Imports  of  flaxseed  into  the  chief  importing  countries  during  the 
current  ^eason  beginning  September  1  have  been  much  higher  than  those  of 
last  season  with  the  exception  of  the  United  States  imports,  which  were 
low,  due  partly  to  the  increased  United  States  production  of  1927.  Lur- 
ing May,  however,  imports  declined  in  Germany  and  Netherlands  and  were 
below  the  imports  of  May  1927,  while  in  Belgium  the  imports  were  higher. 
United  States  imports  in  June  were  only  1,644,190  bushels  compared  with 
2,925,067  bushels  in  June  last  year.     Imports  into  the  United  Kingdom 
during  June  were  1,235,480  bushels  and  although  below  those  of  May  ,r,ore 
413,360  bushels  above  June  imports  last  year.    Total  exports  from  four 
important  exporting  countries  from  September  1  to  July  21  are  still  above 
exports  for  the  corresponding  period  last  year.     Since  the  beginning  cf 
the  nev  Argentine  export  season  in  January,  however,  exports  have  failed 
to  maintain  their  high  rate  and  exports  from  Argentina  and  India  in  their 
current  seasons  have  been  below  the  exports  for  the  same  time  last  year. 
See  table  page  2. 
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Prospects  for  the  new  crops  in  Canada  and  the  United  States  and  an 
indication  of  the  area  sown  to  flaxseed  in  Argentina,  together  with  figures 
available  for  a  few  minor  producing  countries,  will  be  published  by  the 
Foreign  Service  later  this  month. 


FLAXSEED:     International  trade  of  important  importing  and  exporting 
countries,  year  beginning  September  1,  1924-25  to  1927-28 


Trade  for  year 
beg inn ing 


Trade  in  current  season  to 
date  indicated  rith 


: 1924-25 

: 1925-26 

: 1926-27 

September 
1  to 

■1926-27 

: 1927-28 

Export  s- 

Argent  ina  

.1,000 
bushels 

!  1,000 
.bushels 

.  1,000 

■  bushe  Is 

July  21 
.July  21  c/ 
June  30 
July  21 

1,000 
bushe Is 

1,000 

bushels 

:  37,693 
!  16,908 
!  5,756; 
618 

'  66,835: 
•  7,426 
.  2,541 
1.190 

:  65,935 
:  8,360 
:  2,939 
811 

.a/63,824 
7,240 
2,547 
811 

.b/68,564 
7,316 
1,708 

;  83 

Russia  and  Danube  d/  . , 

Total  above  exports.. 

.  60.975: 

77 . 992 

:  78.045 

.  74,422, 

77.671 

Import  s- 
United  States  

!  12,011: 
;  14,103; 

19,971 
14 . 952 

!  24,662: 
14.257 

June  30 
June  30 

21,589' 
11.504 

15,608 
12.256 

United  Kingdom  

Total  2  countries  

Continent 

Netherlands   

Germany  ,  

.  26.113, 

34.923 

.  38.919 

33,093 

,  27.864 

9,990, 
8,876: 
3,396 
6,073. 

14 , 163 ; 

12,445 
3,597 
6,786 

12,156' 
13,767 
3,439' 
6,953 

Hay  31 
Hay  31 
May  31  : 
Feb. 29 

8,486 
9,957 
2,342 
:  3,387. 

12,723 
15,10? 
:  3,307 
4.001 

Belgium  

France   

Total  4  Continental 
countries   

.  28.335. 

36.991 

:  36,315 

■    24 . 172 

■  35.135 

Total  above  irmorts  . 

54,448 

71.914 

75.234 

57.265 

:  62.999 

:    Exports  from  Argentina  and  India  4n  their  export  seasons, 

1925-1928 


Country      :  Year 

:beginning 

1925    ;  1926 

1927  " 

:  Period      ;     1927     *  1928 

t  , 

•  , 

Argentina  . . .  :January  1 

*  ■ 

.  1,000  :  1,000  ! 
bushels '.bushels: 

.  1,000 
.bushels 

:  1,000    :  1,900 
<                  rbushils  xbushels 

:  37,821:  65,866 
.  12,326:  7,675 

73,923 
.  8,900 

:  Jan.  1  to    ;  t 

:    July  21  : a/48, 960 tb/45, 712 

:Ajjril  1  to: 

:    July  21^:      3,159:  2,695 

I                                   h  »  

aj  Official  figures  through  April  12  trade  figures  to  date,     b/  Official 
figures  through  April  18  trade  figures  to  date.     c/  Official  figures  through 
May  31  trade  figures  to  date,     d/  Tradd  figures- 
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FLAXSEED:     Stocks  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  at  specified  times 
in  1927-28  and  corresponding  dates  in  1926-27 


Month  and  reek 

;    United  States  a/ 

:           Canada  b/ 

1926--27  : 

1927-28 

•  1926-27 

1927-28 

1  1,000 
:    "bushels  : 

• 

  « 

1,000  , 
bushels 

503 
7,159 
4,051 

615 

1,000 
bushels  i 

:  2,026 
!  2,372 
:  3,243 
:  1,980 

1,000 

bushels 

!  1,496 
!  2,115 
!  2,831 
:  1,297 

a/  Commercial  stocks  in  store  in  principal  United  States  markets  at  the  close 
of  the  week  ending  Saturday,    by  Stocks  in  store  in  Canadian  Western  Grain 
Division  on  Friday  of  week  noted.    c_/  Beginning  of  season,    d/  Peak  of  hold- 
ings in  the  United  States. 


FLAXSEED:    Monthly  or  weekly  average  price  per  bushel  in  specified 

markets  in  1928 

 (_in  dollars  per  bushel  of  56  pounds)  


Month  and  week 


•Winnipeg 


No.  1 


I  Dollars 
Monthly  average-  : 

J  anuary   :  1.83 

February   :  1,84 

March   ;  1.90 

April  :  1.94 

May  :  2.00 

June   :  1,97 

i 

July-  i 

1st  week  :  1,89 

2nd  week  :  1.89 

3rd  week  ;  1,87 

4th  week  : a/ 1.84 


•Minneapolis 

Buenos  : 

Margin  of 

Minneapolis 

Aires  : 

prices  over 

!      No,  1  : 

:      N  ¥  C  : 

4-c>  early  : 
delivery  : 

Uinuipeg  \ 

Buenos 
Aires 

:    Dollars  : 

Dollars  : 

Cents  : 

Cents 

:  2,24 

1.62  : 

41 

62 

:      2.27  i 

1.61  ! 

43  : 

66 

:  2,33 

1.63  J 

43  ! 

70 

:      2.36  : 

1.79  : 

42  ! 

57 

:     2.46  : 

1.72  ! 

46 

74 

:      2.38  : 

a/1.70  ! 

41  ! 

:  68 

2.23  ! 

.     1.68  ! 

34  : 

!  55 

.     1.68  ! 

32 

:  53 

»         o  ,  o  X 

1.63  : 

34 

:  53 

:  2.16 

:    1.65  ! 

:  32 

:  51 

ted  by  car  lot  sales 
t.  3g ;    Canadian  Grain 
Statistics,  Canadian  Department  of  ?rade  and  Commerce.     Bnenos  Aires  I  Review 
of  the  River  Plate  and  New  York  "Journal  of  Commerce",    For  monthly  average 
prices  per  bushel  in  four  important  markets,  September  1924  to  December  1927 
see  Foreign  Service  release  F^-22,  March  lo,  1928. 
a./  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 


united  states  departmj2JT  of  agriculture 
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Washington 
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FF-28  s       FOREIGN  NEUS  OH  FLAX  AND  FLAXSEED 
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<gO  '  '  [(agricultural  ECUwWJC*] 

FLAXSEED  PROSPECTS  FOR  THE  1928  SEASON 


^^-^■'^OfT  OF  gjggSgjj 

The  total  area  sown  to  flaxseed  in  the  United  States,  Canada, 
Argentina  and  seven  minor  producing  countries  in  1928  is  abtut  equal 
to  the  area  reported  for  the  same  countries  in  1927,    according  to  pre- 
liminary estimates  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics  from  official  sources  and  the  International 
Institute  of  Agriculture.    An  increase  of  1.6  per  cent  in  the  estimate 
of  area  sown  in  Argentina  over  the  final  estimate  of  last  year  and  in- 
creases in  countries  of  minor  importance  are  offset  by  a  decrease  of 
5.2  per  cent  in  the  acreage  of  North  America,  including  a  decrease  of 
2.6  per  cent  in  the  United  States  area  and  a  decrease  of  20.8  per  cent 
in  Canada.    These  countries  include  all  areas  from  which  the  United 
States  usually  takes  its  total  supply.    Russia  and  India  are  the  two 
important  flaxseed  producing  countries  for  which  no  acreage  reports  are 
as  yet  available.    The  Russian  crop  in  recent  years  has  played  little 
part  in  the  world  market,  while  the  Indian  crop  affects  our  supply  in- 
directly by  its  effect  on  the  European  demand  for  Argentine  seed.  The 
first  forecast  of  acreage  in  India  will  not  "be  available  until  January 
1929.    Prospects  for  the  Manchurian  soybean  crop,  which  serves  as  a 
supplementary  source  of  drying  and  paint  oils,  are  reported  to  be 
excellent . 


The  preliminary  forecast  of  the  area  sown  to  flaxseed  in  Argen- 
tina is  7,166,000  acres  compared  with  a  preliminary  forecast  of  6,721,000 
acres  and  a  final  estimate  of  7,055,000  acres  for  1927.    This  is  a  record 
acreage  for  Argentina,     The  preliminary  estimate  of  acreage  has  ranged 
from  89.5  per  cent  of  the  final  acreage  in  1923  to  95  per  cent  of  the 
final  in  1927.     It  has  more  nearly  approximated  the  final  acreage  each 
year.     See  table,  page  3.    Eecent'  reports  have  indicated  satisfactory 
weather  conditions  for  the  growing  crop  with  an  excellent  outlook  to 
date.     It  is  too  early,  however,  to  form  any  opinion  of  the  coming  cnp 
since  weather  conditions  from  now  until  the  time  of  harvest  will  be  a 
determining  factor  in  the  final  outcome-  A  yield  equal  to  the  average 
for  the  past  five  years  would  give  a  harvest  on  the  acreage  a3  new  re- 
ported of  73,8?.0,000  bushels.    Assuming  the  present  report  to  be  95  per 
cent  cf  the  final  report  of  acreage,  a  yield*  equal  to  the  five  year  aver- 
age would  result  in  a  harvest  of  75,432  .000  bushels  coiopared  with  last 
year's  officially  reported  79,444,000  bushels.     It  should  be  remembered, 
however,  that  last  yeat  export  figures  indicated  a  larger  probable  crop 
than  the  official  final  estimate  of  production. 

The  acreage  sonn  to  flaxseed  in  Canada  is  now  estimated  at 
377,000  acres  cor^pared  with  476,000  acres  last  year.    The  flaxseed  acreage 
of  Canada  has  decreased  rapidly  since  1924  and  should  the  present  estimate 
be  borne  out  this  year's  acreage  will  be  the  smallest  since  1909.  Ho 
official  estimated  of  production  will  be  available  until  September.  The 


FF-28 


condition  of  the  Canadian  crop  on  August  1  vas  98  per  cent  of  the  ten 
year  average  compared  with  a  condition  of  98  per  cent  on  July  1  of  this 
year  and  98  on  August  1,  1927.  A  .yield  equal  to  that  of  last  year  on  the 
basis  of  the  present  acreage  would  result  in  a  crop  of  3,883,000  bushels 
compared  with  last  year's  crop  of  4,385,000  bushels. 

The  production  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  for  the  present 
season  based  on  August  1  conditions  is  estimated  at  21,461,000  bushels 
compared  with  last  yearTs  crop  of  26,570,000  bushels.    This  decrease  is 
oue  to  a  decrease  in  acreage  of  2.6  per  cent  and  an  indicated  decrease 
in  yield  per  acre  to  8.7  bushels  compared  with  9.1  bushels  per  acre 
harvested  last  year.    The  acreage  reported  for  7  minor  producing  countries 
Is  above  that  of  1927  in  every  case.    Weather  conditions  in  Europe  have 
been  hot  and  dry  and  many  crops  have  suffered  from  drought,  e  ccording  to 
trade  reports.    Recent  rains  have  been  reported  for  many  districts,  how- 
ever.    The  flaxseed  outlook  in  Latvia  the  middle  of  August  was  poor,  ac- 
cording to  a  cable  from  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture. 
-Cables  giving  estimates  of  acreage  and  production  of  flaxseed  for  countries 
reporting  for  1928,  with  figures  for  earlier  years  for  comparison,  are 
given  below. 

Outlook  for  Manchurian  Soybean  Crop  G-ood 

Reports  on  the  coming  soy  bean  crop  of  Manchuria  are  very  favor- 
able and  should  the  weather  remain  fine  the  crop  should  be  a  bumper  one, 
according  to  a  trade  journal.     Conditions  the  first  part  of  July  were  ideal 
with  plenty  of  moisture  and  sunshine  all  over  Manchuria-    Due  to  the  in- 
crease of  immigration  the  land  cultivated  in  North  Manchuria  this  year  is 
larger  than  usual.     The  increase  in  acreage  under  beans  is  believed  to  be 
from  10  to  15  per  cent,  according  to  the  Chinese  Economic  Bulletin. 


FLAXSEED:    Production  in  countries  reporting  for  1928, 
average  1909-1913,  annual  1925-1928 


Country 

^Average 
:  1909- 
!  1913 

;    1925  • 

'  1926 

:  1927 

:  1928 

:Per  cent 
:  1926 
:  is  of 
'  1927 

United  States   ; 

.  1,000  ; 
bushels , 

1,000  • 
:  bushels . 

1,000  : 
bushels . 

1,000 
bushels  ' 

:  1,000  . 
bushels  2 

Por  cent 

:  19,543. 

:  37: 
6 

:  22,424 
'  37: 

:  3: 

19,355^ 
:  37 

:  2' 

!  26,570 
:  41 
3 

21,461: 
!  51 

:  6 

80.3 
:  124.4 
200.0 

Tunis  

Total  above  countries (3 )_ 

19.586: 

.  22T464: 

19,374 

:  26.614 

!  21,518 

80.9 

111,187 

155,174. 

142,035. 

a/ 159, 000 

a/  Pre! iminary. 
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FLAX:    Acreage  in  countries  reporting  for  1928, 
average  1909-1913,  annual  1925-1928 


:  Per  cent 

Count  ry  a/ 

:  Average 

;  1925 

;  1926 

;  1927 

;  1928 

:  1928 

:  1909- 

:     is  of 

:  1913 

:  1927 

:  1,000 

;  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

COUNTRIES  PRODUCING  SEED 

5  acrea 

:  acres 

'  acres 

:  acres 

:  acres 

:  Per  cent 

01ILY  - 

Canada  

►  1,035 

!  843 

;  738 

:  476 

!  277 

:  79.2 

United  States  

:  2,490 

;  3,078 

i  2,907 

2,907 

:  2,831 

:  97.4 

Argentina  

i  4,113 

!  6,201! 

:  6,672 

!  7,055 

:b/  7,166 

.b/  101.6 

trench  Morocco   

:   

:         50 : 

:  47 

'  59: 

62. 

;  105.1 

lUn is   

L  8 

:  6J 

6 

:  R' 

8 

:  .  133.3 

Total  5  countries  .... 

:  7t646 

■  10 f 178 

10,370  ' 

'  10T503: 

'  10,444! 

!  99.4 

COUNIRIiS  PRODUCING-  SEED  - 

AND  FI3ER  -  : 

France   

:        62  • 

61; 

66  ' 

:  63: 

64: 

101.6 

Czechoslovakia   

61  . 

61: 

54  : 

54: 

54: 

100.0 

c txitsriaiius  ............ 

>          11  > 

:            38  - 

'Z  A 

34 

•            27  • 

1  A  A  A 

144.4 

Finland  : 

12 

13: 

14  : 

14: 

14: 

100.0 

Bulgaria  : 

1  : 

1: 

l: 

l: 

100.0 

Total  above  countries! 

(10)   j 

_   7,815  ! 

10.352: 

10,538  : 

19,662: 

10 , 616: 

99.6 

Estimated  vrorld  total: 

15,870  : 

19,155: 

19,250  : 

d/19,549: 

Official  sources  and  International  Institute  of  Agriculture. 
£,/  Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  the  number  of  countries  included,    b/  Pre- 
liminary estimate.     See  table  below  for  relation  between  1st  and  final  esti- 
mates 1923-1927.     cf  Less  than  500  acres,    d/  Preliminary. 


FLAXSEED:    First  and  final  acreage  estimates  for  Argentina 

1923-1928 


Year 

• 

!         Per  cent 

:  August 

:  September 

:  Final 

'    preliminary  is 

:            of  -Pinal 

*  1.000  acreq 

:  1.000  acres 

:  1.000  acres 

:           Per  cent 

1923   

1924   

1925   

1926   

1927   

1928   

* 

t  5,391 

:  89.5 

:        5,683  i 

:        6,323  : 
:  6,201 
:  6,672 
7,055 

:  89.9 
:  92.1 
:  94.4 
:  95.3 

a/  September  4,  1925. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington 


F.S. 
FF-29 


October  1,  1928 


FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  FLAK  AND  FLAXSEED 


AGRICULTURAL  £ 
FLAXSEED  PROSPECTS  IN  SEPTEMBER  1926 


^WMENT  OF  AO«5^ 


The  September  estimate  of  area  sown  to  flaxseed  in  Argentina  for 
the  1928-29  season  is  7,389,000  acres  or  4.7  per  cent  above  last  year's 
final  estimate  of  7,055,000  acres,  according  to  a  report  to  the  Foreign 
Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.    Decreases  are  reported 
for  the  United  States  and  Canada  compared  with  last  year,  however,  so 
that  the  total  acreage  for  1928  in  13  countries  so  far  reported  is  only 
2.1  per  cent  above  the  area  reported  for  the  same  countries  in  1927. 
Reports  from  Argentina  continue  favorable  and  present  prospects  point  to 
a  good  crop  in  that  country.    The  outlook  in  North  America  based  on 
September  1  conditions  indicated  a  crop  3,859,000  bushels  below  the  1927 
production.    A  decrease  of  12  per  cent  is  expected  in  the  United  States 
compared  with  last  year  while  Canada  reports  a  decrease  of  14  per  cent. 

The  other  important  seed  producing  countries  are  Russia  and  India, 
neither  of  which  have  in  recent  years  had  an  important  bearing  on  the 
United  States  supply  situation.    The  first  estimate  of  area  in  India  will 
not  be  available  until  January  1929. 

The  following  tables  give  estimates  of  area  and  production  for  the 

new  1928  season  for  countries  so  far  reported, with  earlier  years  for 
comparison. 

FLAXSEED:    Production  in  countries  reporting  for  1928, 


Country 

"7~  

Average. 
1909-  : 
1913 

-  m  -  v  *      —  * 

1925  . 

1926  . 

1927 

1928  ! 

Per  cent 
1928  is 
.     of  1927 

o^ndcis  •*«•«««•••*••«••• 

.  1,000 
:  bushels 

!  1,000 
.bushel  s 

1,000 
bushel  s 

:  1,000 
: bushel  s- 

1,000 
bushels 

.  Per  cent 

19,543 
:  12,040 
37 

6 

:  22,424 
6,237. 
:  41 

4 

19,335 
5,995 
37 

2 

26,570 
4,885 
;  41 
3 

23,400 
;  4,196 
:  51 

6 

88.1 
85.9 
.  124.4 
200.0 

Total  above  countries 

.  31.626 

28,706 

25.369 

31,499 

27,653 

87.8 

Estimated  world  total 

111,187 

155,094 

142,273 

159,000a/ 

Official  sources  and  International  Institute  of  Agriculture, 
a/  Preliminary  . 
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FLAX:    Acreage  in  countries  reporting  for  1928,  average  1909-1913, 


annual  1925-1928 


:Average 

:  Per  cent 

Countries  a/ 

:  1909- 
s  1913 

:  1925 

:  1926 

:  1927 

:  1928 

:     1928  is 
:     of  1927 

■ —  ' 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  acres 

:  acres 

:  acres 

:  acres 

.  acres 

:  Per  cent 

COUNTRIES  PRODUCING  SLED 

OIILY- 

:  1,035 
:  2,490 
■  4,113 

:  643 
:  3,078 
:  6,201 

:  738 
:  2,907 
:  6,672 

:  476 
:  2,907 
:  7,055 

:  378 
:  2,831 
.  7,389 

79.4 
:  97.4 
104.7 

Other  seed  producing 

countries  b/  (2)  .... 

8 

:  56 

:  53 

:  65 

:  70 

:  107.7 

7,646 

10,178 

10,370 

:  10,503 

:  10,668 

101.6 

COUNTRIES  PRODUCING  SEED  : 

AND  FIBER-  : 

Countries  prev.  rept'd.: 

and  unchanged  b/  (5) . : 

169: 

174  : 

168  : 

159  : 

172  : 

108.2 

143: 
49: 
43: 

200  : 
58  : 
38  : 

200  : 
59  ; 
31  : 

208  : 
52  : 
26  : 

237  : 
59  : 
37  : 

113.9 
113.5 
142.3 

northern  Ireland,  new  . : 

Total  above  countries: 

(13)   : 

8.050: 

10.646  : 

10,828  : 

10 . 948  : 

11.173  : 

102.1 

Estimated  world  total: 

15,870: 

19,155  : 

19,241  : 

19,561  : 

Official   sources  and  International  Institute  of  Agriculture, 
s/  Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  the  number  of  countries  included. 
Jb/  See  Foreign  Service  release  FF-28,  August  24,  1928,  for  countries  included. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington 


F,S,       \^  October  10,  1928 

FOREIGN  NE.73  ON  FLAX  AND  FLAXSEED 

flUffE4U  OP 

?HE  FLAXSEED  MARKET  SITUATION  IN  SEPTEMBER  1920 

The  flaxseed  supply  available  for  use  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere 
between  September  1  and  the  new  Argentine  harvest  season  appears  to  be 
no  larger  and  possibly  smaller  than  last  year,  unless  Russia  puts  a  much 
larger  supply  on  the  market,  according  to  information  received  in  the 
Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.     The  new  flax- 
seed year  opened  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere  with  a  decrease  in  production 
reported  to  date,  decreased  commercial  stocks  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  and  an  apparently  smaller  balance  of  old  crop  remaining  in  India. 
The  decrease  in  supply  in  these  countries  as  compared  with  last  year  more 
than  offsets  the  indicated  increase  in  stocks  of  old  crop  still  available 
for  export  in  Argentina.     This  small  supply  has  reacted  to  strengthen  prices 
and  although  at  the  beginning  of  September  they  were  below  the  correspond- 
ing prices  last  year,  especially  in  the  United  States,  by  the  fourth  week 
of  the  month  the  price  at  Minneapolis  as  well  as  Buenos  Aires  and  Winnipeg 
was  within  a  few  cents  of  last  year's  level. 

The  production  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  in  1928  is  now 
estimated  at  22,472,000  bushels,  according  to  the  October  report  just  re- 
leased by  the  United  States  Crop  Reporting  Board.     This  is  considerably 
below  last  year's  crop  of  26,570,000  bushels.    Estimates  for  other  countries 
were  reported  in  FS  -  FF-29  put  out  October  1.    A  revised  estimate  for 
Canada  is  to  be  issued  by  the  Canadian  government  on  October  10, 

The  prices  of  flaxseed  at  Minneapolis,  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires 
rallied  with  the  beginning  of  the  new  United  States  season  on  September  1 
and  rose  steadily  during  the  last  three  weeks  of  September,  but  arc  still 
below  the  September  averages  of  recent  years.     The  advance  in  prices  at 
Winnipeg  and  3uenos  Aires  was  not  as  great  as  that  at  Minneapolis,  however, 
and  the  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price  over  that  of  Winnipeg  and  Buenos 
Aires  advanced  considerably.    The  average  of  $2.05  per  bushel  for  flaxseed 
at  Minneapolis  for  the  month  of  August  was  the  lowest  monthly  average  in 
that  market  since  December  1921.    The  decline  in  prices  during  the  last 
few  months  of  the  old  season  was  attributed  chiefly  to  the  large  crop 
harvested  in  Argentina  in  1927-28  and  a  weakened  demand  for  flaxseed 
products  in  importing  countries. 


Monthly  average  prices  from  January  to  August  and  weekly  prices  for 
September  of  the  current  year  will  be  found  on  the  following  page.  For 
prices  at  this  time  last  year  see  FS-FF  16,  November  25,  1927. 
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FLAXSEED:    Monthly  or  weekly  average  price  per  bushel  in 

specified  markets  in  1928 


'  Winnipeg 

[Minneapolis 

•  Buenos 

•  Aires 

Margin  of  I 
prici 

"inneapol  i  s 
s  over 

•         1ST  W  H 

•  urn  1 

•  i .  •  '  >  •  e  ♦ 

•    A*V      n  v*1 

»  *  /o  e  a  1 1  y 

1     r\  p  1  -i  vr  T*V 

Winnipeg 

D  W-O  1  lei  0 

A  i  re  s 

j             I/O  1  1  i  1  O 

|          X/O  X  X  :il  O 

'          JJ\J  X  X  :il  O 

OOZl  L  fc> 

O  e  IL  ^  0 

(J  .i-IlU  X  I  V  •••••• 

;            1  .  OO 

P  PA 

X  »  Otj 

Al 

0  * — "J 

_HL-UiaJ,iy  ••••• 

1  AA 
|              x  .  Of 

;           X  .  0 1 

AA 

1            0  0 

l\L.tj  on  ••••  •  •  •  • 

t  on 

1  A"* 
1  .  DO 

70 

J-J-  •••••••• 

.          1  94- 

?  ^A 

1  7Q 

4? 

A7 

r/t'iy  •••••••••• 

p  r>n 

9    A  A 

1  79 

AA 

7A 

Time 

'4.1. 

T  Q7 

;  c.Oo 

1  Aft 
;            1  .  Do 

70 

Till  \r 

tj  al  v  ••••••••• 

1  RA 
X  •  oo 

1  AA 
;             X . OO  < 

^  A 

A  A 

August   

.        1.82  < 

i  2.05 

1.62  : 

23  j 

43 

September; 

] st  week  ...  . 

1.84 

|  2.03 

:        1 . 63  ; 

19  | 

40 

2nd  week  ...  . 

1.87  . 

•  2.07 

:        1.64  ; 

20  5 

43 

3  rd  wc  ek  . . .  • 

•        1.86  ; 

2.14  s 

:        1.64  • 

28  ; 

50 

4th  week  . . .  •  j 

1.88  : 

2.18  ; 

1.66  ; 

30  • 

52 

Average  daily  prices  weight 


d  by  carlot  sales  com- 


piled from  Minneapolis  "Daily  Market  Record".    Winnipeg;    Canadian  Grain 
Statistics,  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce.     Buenos  Aires;  Re- 
view of  the  River  Plate  and  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce.    For  monthly  aver- 
age price  per  bushel  in  four  important  markets,  September  1924  to  December 
1927  see  Foreign  Service  Release,  FF-22,  March  13,  1928. 


Flaxseed  stocks  in  commercial  centers  of  Canada  and  the  United  States  at 
the  beginning  of  the  new  season  the  first  of  September  were  below  stocks  of  the 
two  preceding  years.     Stocks  in  store  at  principal  United  States  markets  the 
first  week  of  September  were  317,000  bushels  compared  v/ith  584,000  bushels  at 
the  corresponding  time  in  1927  and  1926.     Since  then  stocks  have  increased 
slowly  and  at  the  close  of  the  month  amounted  to  706,000  bushels  compared  with 
1,5S3,000  bushels  at  the  same  time  last  year.     Stocks  in  store  in  western  Canada 
on  August  31  as  reported  by  the  Canadian  Board  of  Grain  Commissioners  were 
530,000  bushels  compared  v/ith  1,496,000  bushels  in  1927  and  2,026,000  in  1926. 
On  September  28  stocks  had  dropped  to  424,000  bushels  compared  with  1,317,000 
bushels  last  year.    An  official  estimate  of  exportable  surplus  in  Argentina  is 
to  be  made  on  October  11  and  will  be  published  by  the  Foreign  Service  shortly 
after  that  date. 


Exports  from  Argentina  from  September  1  to  September  22  have  been  some- 
what above  those  of  the  same  period  last  year,  while  India  has  shipped  slightly 
smaller  amounts.     Total  shipments  from  four  exporting  countries  during  the  sea- 
son ended  August  31,  1928  have  been  considerably  higher  than  during  the  previous 
season.    This  was  entirely  due  to  the  large  increase  in  Argentine  shipments 
since  exports  from  India,  Canada  and  Russia  fell  below  the  previous  season.  In 
the  case  of  imports,  the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  took  much  smaller 
quantities  than  during  the  previous  season  but  this  was  more  than  compensated 
by  the  large  increase  in  takings  by  the  important  continental  importers.  Lx- 
ports  from  Argentina  in  her  current  season  beginning  January  1  are  slightly 
above  those  of  last  season  while  exports  from  India  in  the.  current  season  be- 
ginning April  1  are  lower  than  last  year.    Trade  figures  of  important  countries  ' 
for  the  new  season  with  earlier  years  for  comparison  are  given  on  the  following 
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FLAXSEED:     International  trade  of  important  importing  and 
exporting  countries,  year  beginning  September  1, 
1924-25  to  1928-29 


Country 

< 

Trade  for  year  beginning 
September  1 

>  Trade  in  current 
•    ■  season  with 
r.omrarisons 

t  1924-25 

> 

i  1925-26 

:  1926-27 

:  1927-28 
:prclimi- 
•  nary 

t  To  Sept 
.24,  l%21- 
!     28  0/ 

;  To  Sept 
:  22, 1928- 
:     29  c/ 

Exports* 

Russia  &  Danube  c/ 
Total  above  : 

r  1,000 
;  bushels 

.  1,000 
«  bushels 

:  1,000 
:  bushels 

.  1,000 
:  bushels 

.  1,000 
bushels 

.  1,000 
:  bushels 

■  37,693 
•  16,908 
-  5,756 
618 

1  66,835 
;  7,426 
:  2,541 
1,190 

:  65,935 
:  8,255 
1      2  ^  9  3 
:  811 

: a/75, 533 
rb/  7,954 
-  2,425 
83 

:  5,183 

t  603 

:  5,602 
.  521 

AA    Q7C , 

17  rt  QOO 

1  I  ,  V  VCi 

10,  U4c> 

DC     O C  C 

O,  (OO 

A  1 

Imports;  . 

United  Kingdom  ....  - 
Total  two  coun-  : 

12, Oil! 
14,102: 

19,971 
14,952 

:  24,093, 
•     14, 257: 

18,160 
14,074 

26.113! 

34.923 

!     38.350 ! 

32.234. 

Continent  < 

9,990| 
8,876- 
3,396; 
6,073; 

14,163 
12,445 
3,597- 
6,786; 

12,156; 

13,767; 
3,439- 
6,953; 

15,733: 
d/l8,300. 
d/  4,700- 
d/  8,000; 

Total  four  cflnt.  : 

28.335! 

36.991 ! 

36.315! 

46f733! 

T0ial  above  imports  . 

54,448! 

71,914! 

74,665! 

78,967! 

FLAXSEED:     Exports  from  Argentina  and  India  in  their  export 

seasons,  1925-28 


Country 

Year 
[beginning 

1925 

1926 

!  1927 

1  Period 

:  1927 

t  1928 

Argentina 
India  . 

— — ■ 

.    Jan  1 
•    Apr  1 

r 

:     1,000  - 
bushels 

1,000  : 
bushels; 

-  1,000 
bushel s 

;  Jan  1  to 
Sopt  22  a/ 
1  Apr  1  to 
•Sept  22  b/< 

-      1,000  ; 

bushels: 

;  1,000 
bushels 

37,821  < 
12,326 

 s  

65,866  . 
.  7,675 

.  74,585 
,  8,900 

.  56,530  . 
.     4,777  ; 

________ 

58,282 
3,853 

a/  Official  figures  to  July  12,  trade  figures  to  dato. 
b/  Official  figures  to  July  31,  trade  figures  to  date, 
c/  Trade  figures. 

d/  Includes  rough  estimate  for  August,  for  which  month  official  figures 
are  not  yet  available. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
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Washington 


FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  FLAX  AND  FLAXSEED 


October  30,  1928 


SECOND  ESTIMATE  OF  ARGENTINE  r  LAX  SEED  ACREAGE  AND  FLAXSEED 
PRODUCTION  III  RUSSIA  AND  OTHER  COUNTRIES 


The  latest  estimate  of  the  1928-29  flaxseed  acreage  of  Argentina, 
issued  by  the  Argentine  governments  on  October  23  is  7,297,000  acres,  ac- 
cording to  a  report  to  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics.    This  is  a  slight  decrease  from  the  September  estimate  of 
7,389,000  acres  but  is  still  3.4  per  cent  above  the  final  estimate  of 
last  year  which  reported  an  area  of  7,055,000  acres  sown  to  flaxseed.  All 
reports  on  the  condition  of  the  crop  to  date  have  been  very  good  and  un- 
less some  unexpected  conditions  intervene  a  large  crop  is  looked  for. 
Russian  flaxseed  production  is  officially  estimated  at  22,755,000  bushels, 
according  to  reports  to  the  Russian  Information  Bureau,  which  is  somewhat 
below  last  year's  good  crop  of  23,621,000  bushels. 

The  production  of  flaxseed  for  1928  in  8  countries  including  Russia 
is  now  estimated  at  50,341,000  bushels  compared  with  55,949,000  bushels 
produced  by  the  same  countries  in  1927  or  a  decrease  of  10  per  cent.  No 
new  estimate  of  Canadian  production  has  been  issued,  the  October  report 
gives  only  the  condition  of  the  crop  at  harvest  as  compared  with  the  ten- 
year  average.    The  condition  this  year  was  94  per  cent  compared  with  93 
per  cent  at  the  same  time  last  year.     The  acreage  is  reported  below  that 
of  last  year,  however.    Conditions  in  the  United  States  were  unfavorable 
during  September  and  the  estimate  of  production  based  on  the  October  1 
condition  declined  to  22,472,000  bushels  compared  with  26,570,000  bushels 
last  year.    The  estimated  production  for  North  America  for  1928  is  now 
4,787,000  bushels  below  the  production  of  last  year. 

The  estimate  of  total  acreage  in  17  countries  so  far  reported  is 

I.  4  per  cent  above  the  acreage  reported  for  the  same  countries  in  1927  . 
In  five  seed  producing  countries  including  the  important  producers  Argen- 
tina, United  States  and  Canada  an  increase  of  .7  per  cent  is  reported  due 
to  the  increase  in  Argentina  which  offsets  decreases  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada.     The  first  estimate  of  area  in  India  will  not  be  available 
until  January  1929. 

The  official  estimate  of  the  exportable  surplus  of  flaxseed  in 
Argentina  on  October  11  was  10,180,000  bushels.    The  estimate  on  October 

II,  1927  was  6,137,000  bushels,  but  official  figures  of  exports  show  that 
shipments  for  the  remainder  of  the  season  through  January  1  wore  over  9 
million  bushels  greater  than  the  amount  estimated  as  available  for  export 
on  October  11 . 
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FLAXSEED :     ?r o duct  ion 
 average  1909-1 


in  countries  repo 
913.  annual  1925- 


rting  for  1926, 
1928 


P. mi  VI  t  Y»T7 

•  A  trp>*  o  no  < 

*  A.  J  \J  J 

:  1913 

1  92*> 

1  92fi 

1  927 

X  J  L~  1  , 

1928 

Pprr»  pnt; 

,1928  is 
.of  1927 

;    J.,UUU  , 

1 ,  UUU 

.   1 , UUU 

1 ,  UUU 

1  ,  UUU 

UUbJlcl  u 

M  1  T  O     ^  n  O 
,  U  UbliU  X  o 

UU.bJ.lt,  X  o 

uuoiiux  b 

22,424 

:  19,335 

26,570 

.  22,472- 

84.6 

:  6,237 

5,995 

4,885 

4,196 

•  85.9 

>:  18,984 

23,730 

.  20,472, 

.  23,621 

.  22,755 

96.3 

:  488 

:  468 

407. 

468 

;  115.0 

:  416 

331: 

371 

354- 

.  95.4 

64 

:  43 

:  51 

39- 

76.5 

4. 

:  2: 

3 

6- 

200.0 

;  41 

37 

41 

:  51 

!  124.4 

Total  above  countries 

:  51.629 

53 . 404 

;  46,683- 

55,949 

:  50.341 

90.0 

Estimated  world  total 

:111,187 

,155,094 

142,273 

.159,000 

Official  sources  and  International  Institute  of  Agricmlture. 


FLAX:  acreage  in  countries  reporting  for  1928,  average  1909-1913, 
    annual  1925-1926 


Country  a/ 


Countries  producing  seed 
only  - 


Argentina   

United  States  .... 

Canada  .  , .  ,  ,  

Other  seed  producing 
countried  (2)  b/ 
Total  above  count.  (5).. 
Countries  producing  seed 
and  fiber  - 

Countries  prev.  rept'd 
and  unchanged  (7) 

Poland,  new  .... 

Latvia,  new  .... 

Esthonia,  new  .. 

France,  revised 

Austria,  revised 

Total  European  count 

(12)   

Total  above  count. (17) 
Estimated  world  total 


-.Avera  ge 

: Percent 

:  1909- 

.  1925. 

:  1926 

•  1927 

:  1928 

:1928  is 

:  1913 

:of  1927 

: 1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

: acre  s 

:  acres 

:  acres 

:  acres 

:  acres 

:Per  cent 

\  6r201 

\  ^5?2 

\  7,055 

\     7 , 297 

\  103.4 

3,078 

:     2 , 907 

:  2,907 

:  2,831 

;  97.4 

:  843 

:  738 

:  476 

:  378 

:  79.4 

:  8 

:  56 

65 

:  70 

:  107.7 

:  7,646 

:  10,178 

:  10,^70 

:  10.503 

:  10,576 

:  100.7 

:  409 

:  392 

:  382 

:  441 

115.4 

:  266 

:  268 

:  271 

274; 

101.1 

:  193 

:  158 

:  156 

:  166: 

106.4 

135 

113 

:  83 

:  88- 

:  91; 

103.4 

;  62: 

61 

66 

;  63 

72: 

114.3 

:  13: 

9. 

9. 

9: 

9: 

100.0 

906 : 

1,051. 

976; 

969: 

1,053: 

108.7 

:  8.552: 

11.229: 

11,346: 

11.472: 

11.629: 

101.4 

;  15,870; 

19,155; 

19,241: 

19,561: 

Official  sources  and  International  Institute  of  Agriculture." 
a/  Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate-  the  number  of  countries  included, 
b/  Ilorocco  and  Tunis,  see  Foreign  Service  release  FF-28. 
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November  20,  1926 


FOREIGN  NF7S  ON  FLAX  ANN  FLAX  SEEL 


THE  FLAXSEED  :iARICKT  SITJi-TIOr'  IN  OCTOBER  1928 


Latest  reports  on  the  flaxseed  supply  available  for  use  in  the 
Northern  Hemisphere  between  nor;  and  the  new  Argentine  harvest  season 
continue  to  indicate  supplies  below  those  of  last  year,  according  to  the 
Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.    The  November 
estimate  of  the  production  in  North  America  is  23,525,000  bushels  or 
7,930,000  bushels  below  the  production  in  1927.    The  crop  of  the  United 
States  is  now  estimated  at  20,026,000  bushels  compared  with  26,570,000 
bushels  last  year,  while  the  last  estimate  for  the  Canadian  crop  issued 
by  the  Dominion  Department  of  Agriculture  is  3,499,000  bushels  compared 
with  4,665,000  bushels,  produced  in  1927.     This  is  the  lowest  production 
reportec  for  Canada  since  1909. 

The  prices  of  flaxseed  in  Minneapolis,  T"innipeg  and  Buenos  Aires 
continued  to  strengthen  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  October  but  de- 
clined'slightly  the  third  and  fourth  weeks  of  the  month.     The  price 
ir    Minneapolis  reached  a  level  above  the  October  average  for  1927  and 
1926.    The  price  in  Winnipeg  was  also  above  the  October  average  of 
last:  year  while  in  Buenos  Aires  prices  were  about  equal  to  tnose  of  last 
year.    The  advance  in  price  at  Minneapolis  was  more  rapid  than  in 
".'innipeg  and  Buenos  Aires,  and  the  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price  over 
that  of  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  ^ires  advanced  considerably.     See  page  2. 

Flaxseed  stocks  in  the  commercial  centers  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada  the  fourth  week  of  October  were  still  below  those  of  the 
sj.ue  time  last  year  although  they  have  increased  considerably  since. 
September  1.     Stocks  in  store  in  "'estern  Canada  on  October  26  were 
reported  by  the  Canadian  Board  of  Grain  Commissioners  to  be  1,074,000 
bushels  compared  with  1,206,000  at  the  same  time  last  year  and  1,766,000 
bushels  in  1926.     Stocks  in  store  in  principal  Unitea  States  markets 
the  fourth  week  of  October  -?erc  only  2,561,000  bushels  compared  with 
5,353,000  bushels  in  1927  and  3,106,000  bushels  in  1926. 

Exports  of  flaxseed  from  Argentina  and  Canada  in  the  current 
season  beginning  September  1  continue  above  those  of  last  year,  while 
shipments  from  India  remain  low.     Shipments  from  Argentina  and  India 
through  October  20  and  Canada  through  September  30  amcuntea  to 
13,365,o00  bushels  compared  with  14,406,000  bushels  shipped  by  the 
same  countries  during  the  corresponding  period  last  year.  Imports 
into  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  during  September  were 
2,537,000  bushels  compared  with  3,247,000  bushels  importer,  last  year. 
The  only  continental  country  for  which  figures  are  available  for  the 
nev  season  is  the  Netherlands,  which  imported  1,745,000  bush: Is  during 
September  comparec  with  931,000  bushels  during  September  1927. 
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Exports  from  Argentina  in  her  current  season  beginning  January  1 
continue  above  those  of  last  season,  while  exports  from  India  in 
the  season  beginning  April  1  are  below  those  of  last  year.  Trade 
figures  of  important  countries  for  the  new  season  with  earlier  years 
for  comparison  are  given  on  page  3. 

The  latest  estimate  of  the  Manchurian  soy  bear  crop,  which  serves 
as  a  supplementary  source  of  drying  and  paint  oils,  is  5,450,000 
short  tons,  or  6  per  cent  above  the  revised  estimate  of  last  year. 
The  crop  was  harvested  and  stored  in  excellent  condition  and  is  of 
good  quality  in  contrast  to  last  year  when  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  beans  failed  to  mature  properly  and  contained  too  much 
moi  sture . 

FLAXSEED:    V/eekly  average  price  per  bushel  in  specified  markets 
in  1928  and  corresponding  prices  for  1927 


Month  and 

'  7/innipeg 

'  Minneapolis 

\ Buenos 

Aires 

:I.iargin  of  Minneapolis 
:            -or ice  over 

week 

■  No .  1 

N.V/.C 

fKo.l  ] 

■;.7.c. 

:4-^  early  del. 

:  7innipeg  :3uencs 

.Tires 

.1927 

1928 

ly27 

:1926 

:  1927 

:  1928 

1927 

11928 

tl927 

.  1928 

:  Dol- 

: Dol- 

Dol- 

. Dol- 

. Dol- 

Dol- 

: Cents 

.  Cents 

:Cents 

: Cents 

September  - 

lars 

lars 

lars 

lars 

:  lars 

.  lars 

1st  week.  . . 

1.94 

1.84 

2.20 

2.03 

1.70 

1.63 

.  26 

i  19 

,  50 

40 

2nd    "  ... 

1.95 

1.87 

2,21 

2.07 

1.72 

1.64 

26 

•  20 

:  49 

.  43 

3rd  »   

1.96 

1.66 

2.25 

.  2.14 

1.73  • 

.  1.64 

27  . 

.  28 

:  52 

.  50 

4th    "  ... 

1.94. 

:  1.88 

.2.19 

2.18 

1.69 

1.66 

25  . 

.  30 

;  50 

:  52 

October  -  : 

1st  week. . . 

1.92 

1-92 

.  2.19. 

2 « <o2 

1.67 

1.68  : 

27 

30  . 

.  52 

.  54 

2nd    "  ... 

1.92; 

1.97 

2.18- 

2.34 

1.67  ; 

1.72  • 

26  : 

37 

.  51 

62 

3rd    "  ... 

1.86 

1.93. 

2.11 

2.29 

1.67 

1.72  : 

25 

36 

44 

:  57 

4th    "  ... 

1.62. 

1.90. 

2.08- 

2.28 

1.63  • 

1.70  • 

•     26  . 

38 

45 

58 

5th    »  ... 

1.81. 

1.92 

2.07 

2.30 

1.59  . 

1.70  . 

26 

38  : 

48 

60 

November  - 

1st  week. . . . 

1.86 

2.13 

1.60  • 

27  : 

.    53  : 

2nd    "  ... 

1.64 

2.17 

1.59  : 

33  : 

56  : 

3rd    "  ... 

1.83 

2.16: 

1-56  : 

33  . 

58  : 

4th  "   

*  * 

Compiled  from  -  I.Iinneapoli s :    Average  daily  prices  weighted  by  carlot  s^les, 
compiled  from  Minneapolis  Daily  market  Record:  'Vinni peg:  Canadian  Grain  Stat- 
istics Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,     Sue no s  aires.-  lew  York 
Journal  of  Commerce.     For    monthly  average  price  per  bushel  in  four  important 
markets  September  1924  to  December  1^27,  see  Foreign  Service  Release, 
FF-22,  March  13,  1928. 
a/      Yievi  York  Journal  of  Commerce, 
b/      'Veek  ending  November  2nd  or  3rd  in  1928. 
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FLAXSEED:     International  trade  of  important  importing  and 
exporting  countries  year  beginning  September  1, 
1924-25  to  1928-29 


Country 

.         Trade  for  year  beginning 
September  1 

•  Trade  in  current 
•J     season  with 
:  comparisons 

iy  <cO— c,o 

±y£o  — c  i 

xy  c  f -co 

:To  Oct. 

:  on 

:  iy c  i -co 

.TO  Oct. 

:  20, 

Exports : 

Argentina  ■ 

Russia  and  Eanube  c/  • 
Total  above  exports 

lilipur  1/  £>  . 

,  1,000 
.bushels 

:  1,000 
bushels 

1,000 
bushels 

!  1,000 
: bushels 

.  1,000 
:bushels 

:  1,000 
: bushels 

37,693- 
16,908 
o, too . 
618 

66,835: 
7,426: 
<c,o41 : 
1,190: 

:  65,935 
8,255 
c ,  yoy 
811 

.a/75,533: 
:  8,031: 

O  /IOC. 

c. ,  4co : 
83: 

11,143 
1,263 

D  /  cUU 

11,917 

983 

D/  *iD3 

:  60,975 

77  ,992 

78,045 

.  86,072: 

14 ,406 

13,385 

:  12,011 
14,102 

19,971- 
.  14,952: 

24,093: 
14,257 

18,160: 
14,074- 

1,716. 
1,531: 

*/ 

1,254 
1,283 

Total  2  countries  . 
Continent 

:  26,113 

34,923: 

38,350 

.  32,234: 

0,247 . 

2,537 

9,990 
8,876. 
3,396; 
:  6,073 

.  14,163- 
,  12,445: 
3,597: 
6,786. 

12,156. 

13,767 
3,439: 
6,953. 

15,733: 
16,727 : 
4,666: 
8,011: 

931: 

1,745 

Total  4  continental 
countries   

Total  above  imoorts 

:  28,335 

.  36,991: 

36,315- 

47,137: 

I  54,448. 

71,914- 

74,665: 

79,371: 

FLAXSEED:    Exports  from  Argentina  and  India  in  their  export 

seasons  1925-1928 


Country 

Year 
begi  nning 

.     1925  . 

1926 

.     1927  . 

period  , 

1927  : 

1928 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

:  1,000 

;bushels  : 

.bushels 

.bushels  : 

bushels 

bushels 

Jan.  1  to 

Argentina  ... 

January  1 

:  37,821  : 

65,866  • 

:  74,585  : 

.Oct. 20  a/ 

62,491 

i  64,597 

April  1 

12.326  : 

.     7.675  • 

:  8,900 

Apr.  1  to 
.Oct. 20  d/ 

.  5,542 

:  4,392 

I   '  ;  ^-i  ;  3-i 

a/  Official  figures  through  July  12,  trade  figures  to  date, 

b/  Through  September  30  only, 

c/  Trade  figures. 

d/  Official  figures  through  August,  trade  figures  to  date. 
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THE  FLAXSEED  SITUATION  IN  NOVEMBER  1926 


The  price  of  flaxseed  in  Minneapolis  and  r'innipeg  continued  to  rise 
during  November,  while  in  Buenos  ..ires  a  decline  Wd.s  reported  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  month.    The  November  averages  in  »11  three   markets  were 
above  the  corresponding  averages  of  the  past  two  ye^rs,  however,  and  the 
margin  of  the  .Minneapolis  price  over  those  of  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  ..ires 
is  above  any  November  average  of  the  past  four  years  with  the  exception  of 
the  November  1926  average  in  Buenos  .ares.     Commercial  stocks  in  both  Canada 
and  the  United  States  are  well  below  those  of  the  two  preceding  years.  The 
total  reported  for  the  two  countries  the  beginning  of  Decenber  was  only 
2,496,000  bushels  compared  with  7,179,000  bushels  in  1927  and  5,505,000 
Dushels  in  1926.    Exports  from  Argentina  and  India  through  November  17  and 
Canada  through  October  31,  amounted  to  18,359,000  bvishels  compared  with 
18,681,000  bushels  exported  durin^  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 
Imports  into  the  United  States  .and  the  united  Kingdom  from  September  1  to 
October  31  were  4,680,000  bushels  compared  with  5,869,000  bushels  during 
the  sane  period  last  year.    The  countries  of  continental  Europe,  however, 
have  taken  much  larger  supplies.    Reports  on  the  production  of  flaxseed  in 
the  Northern  Hemisphere  have  now  definitely  established  a  crop  well  below 
that  of  l^st  year  and  the  outcome  of  the  Argentine  crop  is  of  great  interest. 
J.ll  reports  so  far  received  have  b^-en  optimistic  and  a  good  crop  is  expected. 

Producti  on 

Flaxseed  production  in  10  countries  reporting  for  1928  is  now 

estimated  at  52,141,000  bushels  or  14.2  per  cent  below  the  60,767,000 

bushels  produced  by  the  Sa~.e  countries  in  1927.    This  estimate  includes  the 

important  producers,  the  United  States,  Russia  and  Canada.     NO  estimates 

are  available  for  ..rgentina  and  India,  the  other  important  producers. 

Production  in  the  United  States  is  far  below  that  of  l_st  season,  while 

the  production  in  Canada  is  the  smallest  reported  since  1909.    The  final 

world  output  for  the  1928  season  now  depends  largely  upon  the  production 

in  Argentina,  where  the  harvest  is  just  beginning  and  from  which  about 

50  per  cent  of  the  world  output  is  obtained.    The  new  crop  from  India 

does  not  come  upon  the  market  until  ..pril  and  ..lay  and  is  therefore  of 

little  significance  at  this  time.    The  first  estimate  of  the  .argentine 
crop  is  to  be  oublished  by  the  ..rgentine  government  on  December  21, 

all  reports  received  to  date  have  been  favorable  and  the  acreage  sown 

is  a  record  one.     Estimates  of  acreage  and  production  for  countries 

reporting  in  1926  with  earlier  years  for  comparison  will^be  found  on 

page  4. 
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Prices 

The  -verage  price  of  Lo.  1  flaxseed  at  Minneapolis  for  November  was 
$2.35  per  bushel  which  was  above  the  November  average  for  1926  and  1927. 
The  price  has  increased  steadily  since  the  beginning  of  the  new  season. 
The  firm  market  is  probably  due  largely  to  the  small  crop  in  North  America 
and  the  resulting  low  stocks  at  commercial  centers,  together  with  an  active 
demand  for  linseed  meal  at  high  prices,    Prices  in  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires 
have  also  advanced  and  are  above  those  of  the  correspondi ng  peri ods  in  1926 
and  1927.    The  rise  in  the  Minneapolis  price  has  been  more  marked,  however, 
the  Margin  of  36  to  48  cents  in  the  Minneapolis  price  over  that  of  winnipeg 
and  from  58  to  82  cents  over  that  of  Buenos  Aires  during  November  was  high. 
There  is  a  tendency  toward  a  strong  seasonal  upward  trend  in  the  margin  at 
this  time  of  the  year  and  the  high  point  is  generally  reached  between 
January  and  March  when  the  new  Argentine  crop  is  entering  the  market  in 
large  quantities.    For  weekly  average  prices  in  three  markets,  September 
through  November  1928  and  1927,  see  table  page  3. 

Stocks 

Flaxseed  stocks  in  the  commercial  centers  reporting  to  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  United  States  ^.nd  Canada  on  December  1  were  4,683,000  bushels 
below  those  of  the  corresponding  t ime  last  year  and  3,009,000  bushels 
below  those  of  1926.     Stocks  reported  for  the  United  States  were  only 
1,343,000  bushels  compared  with  4,703,000  in  1927  and  2,857,000  in  1926. 
Canada  reported  a  totel  of  1,153,000  bushels  on  November  30  compared  with 
2,476,000  bushels  in  1927  and  2,648,000  bushels  in  1926. 

No  recent  estimate  of  exportable  surplus  in  Argentina  is  av  ilable 
but  if  exports  from  January  1  to  Lovembcr  17  are  deducted  from  the  estimated 
surplus  available  on  January  1,  1926  we  find  less  than  4  million  bushels 
remained  for  shipment  until  the  beginning  of  the  new  season. 

Imports  and  exports 

Shipments  from  Argentina  and  Canada  since  the  beginning  of  the  new 
United  States  crop  season  September  1  have  be^-n  slightly  ^bove  those  of 
the  Same  p-.riod  1-st  year,  but  this  increase  h^s  been  more  than  offset  by 
decreased  shipments  from  India  during  the  Same  period.    Argentine  exports 
from  Janvary  1  to  November  17  during  the  current  crop  year  begt  nning 
January  1,  1928  have  amounted  to  68,288,000  bushels  compared  with  67,272,000 
bushels  shipped  during  the  same  period  last  year,  according  to  combined 
official  and  trade  figures.    Shipments  from  India  from  April  1  to  November 
17  have  been  only  4,732,000  bushels  compared  with  6,431,000  in  the  previous 
season.     Imports  into  the  United  States  and  United  Kingdom  for  the  first 
two  months  of  the  present  season  are  1,169,0U0  bushels  below  imports  for 
the  s-me  months  last  year.     Continental  European  countries,  however, 
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continue  to  take  large  supplies  of  seed,  ^.nd  imports  into  Germany,  Belgium 
-j.nd  France  for  September  _nd  the  Netherlands  for  September  and  October 
were  6,071,000  bushels  compared  wi  th  4,012,000  bushels  imported  during  the 
s-.me  months  l_st  year.    Bee  tables  page  5. 


FLAXSEED:    Weekly  average  price  per  bushel  in  specified 
markets  in  1928  -.nd  corresponding  prices  for  1927 


Month 


Winnipeg 


Minneapolis 


Buenos  Aires 


Margin  of  Minneapolis 
  price  over 


and 

'  lo.  1 

Winnipeg 

week 

N.W.  C.  " 

No.  1 

IT  •  V/ » 

_4  j  e^rly  del. _ 

Buenos 

aires 

:  1927 

1928  : 

19  27 

:  1928 

:   1927  : 

1928  : 

1927   :  1926  : 

1927  : 

1928 

:  Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Cents  Cents 

Ce  nt  s 

Cents 

Sept  - 

1st  week 

:  1.94 

1.84 

2.20 

2.03 

1.70 

1.63 

26 

19 

50 

40 

2nd  " 

:  1.95 

1.87 

2.21 

2.07 

1.72 

1.64 

26 

20 

49 

43 

3rd  '« 

.  1.98 

1.86 

2.25 

2.14 

1.73 

1.64 

27 

28 

52 

50 

4-th  " 

:  1.94 

1.68 

2.19 

2.16 

1.69 

1.66 

25 

30 

50 

52 

Oct  -  ; 

1st  week  : 

1.92 

1.92 

2.19 

2.22 

1.67 

1.68 

27 

30 

52 

54 

2nd    »  j 

1.92 

1.97 

2.18 

2.34 

1.67 

1.72 

26 

37 

51 

62 

3rd  : 

1.86 

1.93 

2.11 

2.29 

1.67 

1.72 

25 

36 

44 

57 

4th    »•  : 

1.82 

1.90 

2.08 

2.28 

1.63 

1.70 

26 

38 

45 

58 

Nov  -  j 

1st  week  : 

1.81 

1.92 

2.07 

2.30 

1.59 

1.70 

26 

38 

48 

60 

2nd    "  : 

1.86 

1.93 

2.13 

2.29 

1.60 

1.69 

27 

36 

53 

60 

3rd    "  : 

1.84 

1.98 

2.17 

2.34 

'  1.59 

1.76 

33 

36 

58 

58 

4th    »»  : 

1.83 

1.99 

2.16 

2.43 

1.58 

1.69 

33 

44 

58 

74 

5th    "  : 

1.82 

1.96 

2.14 

2.44 

1.58 

1.62 

32 

46 

56 

82 

Dec  -  j 

1st  week  : 

1.81 

2.14 

1.57 

33 

57 

2nd    »  : 

1.80 

2.16 

1.58 

36 

58 

3rd    "  : 

1.79 

2.14 

1.57 

35 

57 

4th    "  : 

1.79 

2.16 

1.57 

37 

59 

Compiled  from  -  Minneapolis :      Average  daily  prices  weighted  by  drlot  sales, 
compiled  from  Minneapolis  D^ily  Market  Record.      Winnipeg:      Canadian  Grain 
Statistics,  C-nadian  Department  of  Tr^de   .nd  Commerce.      Buenos  Aires:  New 
York  Journal  of  Commerce.     For  monthly    average  price  per  bushel  in  four 
important  markets  September  1924  to  Decemoer  1927,  see  Foreign  Service  Release 
FF-22,  March  13,  1928. 
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FLAX:    Acreage  in  countries  reporting  for  1928,  average 
1909-1913,  annual  1925-1928 


oount,  ry  ay 

:  xyuy— 

:       V?  CD 

:  i?c.o 

«     X j  CO    1 o 

:  1913 

:  Of  1927 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Per  cent 

Countries  producing 

:  acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

Sp^d  Onlv 

—  VJ       Ull^  V 

4  113 

fi  A72 

7  dtt 

7  297 

103-4 

:  2,490 

3  078 

2  907 

2,906 

2,  831 

97  .4 

f,  ,  7"!     H  £»  * 

R43 

73ft 

47fi 

349 

73.3 

1  27 

1  RS 

1  7e> 

175 

196 

112.0 

4.7 

91  ^ 

D 

c. 
D 

o 

O 
O 

Total  above  coun. 

10,677 

10,735 

100.5 

|  7,773 

10,363 

10,545 

Countries  producing  ; 

seed  _nd  fiber  : 

Coun.  prev.  reptd»  j 

.and  unchanged  (11)  : 

744 

858 

818 

807 

887 

109.9 

3,165 

3,898 

4,167 

4,351 

4,292 

98.6 

Latvia,  revised  «...  : 

162 

193 

158 

156 

170 

109.0 

Total  Eur-  coun,  (13): 

4.071 

4.949 

5.143 

5.314 

5,349 

100.7 

Total  above  coun,  : 

11,844 

15,688 

15,991 

16,084 

100.6 

(19)    ! 

15,512 

15,870 

19,143 

19,239 

19,557 

Flaxseed:    Production  in 

countries  reporting  for  1928,  average 

1909-1913,  annual 

1925-1928 

Average : 

Percentage 

Country  : 

1909-  : 

1925  : 

1926  : 

1927  : 

1928 

:  1928  is 

1913  : 

:  of  1927 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Per  cent 

bush*. 

bcseh 

b,;6h 

bush 

bush 

19,543 

22,424 

19,335 

26,570 

20,026 

75.4 

12,040 

6r237 

5,995 

4,885 

3,499 

71.6 

18,984 

23,730 

20,472 

23,621 

22,755 

96.3 

1,703 

2,441 

2,814 

3,041 

3,080 

101.3 

1,126 

1,571 

1,574 

1,405 

1,377 

96.0 

472 

488 

465 

407 

466 

115.0 

435 

416 

331 

371 

353 

95.1 

112 

64 

43 

51 

44 

86.3 

0 

402 

344 

375 

488 

130.1 

37 

41 

37 

41 

51 

124.4 

Tot_l  cbove  coun-  : 
(10)    : 

54,<±52 

57,814 

51,410 

60,767 

52,141 

85.8 

111,200 

155.100 

142,300 

159. 0J0 

Official  sources  and  International  Institute  of  Agriculture. 

a/    Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  the  number  of  countries  include j. 
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FLAXSEED:     International  trade  of  important  importing  and 
exporting  countries,  year  beginning  September  1, 
1925-26  to  1928-29 


Country- 


Trade  for  year  beginning 
September  1 


1925-26   '1926-27  '1927-28 


Trade  in  current  season 
to  date  indicated,  with 
 co.Tip.iri  sons  


Sept  1 
to 


1927-28  '1928-29 


Exports : 

Argentina.  ......... 

Indi a  

Canada  «»...,...... 

Russia  &  Danube  b/ 
Total  above 

exports  ;  

Imports : 

United    States  .... 
United  Kingdom 
Total  2  coun.  - . . 
Contj  nent 

Netherlands  

Germany  

Belgium  

France  

Total  4  continen- 
tal countries.. 
Total  above  imports 


1,000 
bush 

66,835 
7,426 
2,541 
1,190 


19,971 
14.952 


14,163 
12,445 
3,597 
6.786 


71,914 


1,000 
bush 

65,9^5  ; 
8,255  " 
2,939 
811 


1,000 
bush 


5,533 
8,031 
2,425 
83 


1,000 

bush 


Nov  17  b/ 
Nov  17  c/: 
Oct  31  " 


77,992      78,045  86,072 


24,093 
14,257 


18,160 
14.074 


Oct  31 
Oct  31 


3,474 
2.395 


34.923      38.350  32.234 


5,869 


12,156 
13,767 
3,439 
6,953 


15,733 
18,727 

4,666 
8.011 


Oct  31 
Sept  30 
Sept  30 
Sept  30 


2,045 

969 
291 
707 


36,991      36,315  47,137 


74^665 


79^371 


1,000 
bush 


16,182  16,409 
2,152  1,323 

347  627 


16,681  18,359 


2,462 
2,218 


4,680 


3,316 
1,497 

272 
966 


4,012  6,071 


Official  figures  through  July  12,  trade  figur 
figures,     cj    Official  figures  to  September  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 


9.881  10,751 
es  to  d^te.     t>7  TrTde 


FLAXSEED:    Exports  from  ^rgentina  and  India  in  their  current 

seasons  1925-1928 


Country 

:     /ear      ♦  ig25     -  ig26     :  ig2?     :  period 
ibeginmng:              ;              :  ; 

\  1927     \  1928 

:                :  1,000      1,000      1,000  : 
:                  :  bush        bush        bush  : 
:                 :                                          :Jan  1  to  : 
.  Jan  1       :  37,821     65,866     74,585  :Eov  17  a/i 
:                                        :;.pr  1  to  : 
Apr  1       :  12,326      7,675       8,900  :ITov  17  b/: 

:  1,000  1,000 
:  bush  bush 

67,272  68,288 

6,431  4,732 

Official  figures  through  October  10,  tr^de  figures  to  date, 
Official  figures  through  September  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 
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